» Exploitation of Trayvon Martin's Death Alfred the Great, King of Wessex 


THAT FREEDOM SHALL NOT PERISH 
$2.95 


Past, Present 
& Yet to Come 


_/Choose 
\/ Freedom 


he STOP ObamaCare 


+ * Special Reprint « + 


flew Americal The New World of 


The New World of ObamaCare — Reprint 

OBAMACARE Do you know what the passage of ObamaCare means 
for you and your family? Much more than health 
insurance is involved. This consists of articles from 
the May 10 and August 16, 2010 issues of THE NEw 
AMERICAN. The reprint also includes an organizational 
chart of the new healthcare system. (2010, 24pp, 
1-24/$1.00ea; 25-99/$0.85ea; 100-499/$0.75ea; 500- 
999/$0.65ea; 1,000+/$0.50ea) RPO819 


ObamacCare 101 


Find out what’s really in the new law and what you can 
expect long term. 


Sleeved DVD (2010, 23min, 1/$1.00; 
11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 
100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDO101 
Audio CD (2010, 24min, 1/$1.00; 
11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 
100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) CDO121 


Stop ObamaCare — Banner 4x8’ Banner. Download ($10.00) EDELBSOJ, EDELBSO 
Printed indoor/outdoor vinyl banners. Allow for a 2-3 week delivery. ($100.00) BSOJ, BSO 


Stop ObamaCare Stop ObamaCare — Bumperstickers $1.00 
7 : Both versions available in regular or magnetic formats. 3” x 11.5” regular bumper sticker (1/$1.00; 
Window Cling 100+/$0.75ea) BSSOJ (regular) 
7.5” x 3.75” (1/$2.00; 100+/$1.75ea) WCSO BSSO (regular) 
3”x 11.5” magnetic bumper sticker (1/$2.25; 100+/$2.00ea) BSSOJM (magnetic) 

BSSOM (magnetic) 


Get involved! Go to JBS.org 


Stop ObamacCare SlimJims 
(1-99/$0.28ea; 100-499/$0.25ea; 500+/$0.20ea) 


General SJSOG 
Seniors SJSOS 
i HEALTHCARE . 
Family SJSOF SOLUTIONS Healthcare Solutions — Pamphlet 
; ; so —_ this full-color gatefold pamphlet provides solutions for stopping 
jr das perk ho el ptr aren ObamaCare and tells how to allow the free market to solve the 
ye problems of access, quality, and cost of healthcare. A great intro- 
-- T duction on what concerned Americans can do to fix healthcare 
,) constitutionally. Buy in bulk for price breaks for your outreach 
i efforts. (2011, gatefold pamphlet, 1-99/$0.25ea; 100-499/$0.22ea; 
el 500-999/$0.20ea; 1,000+/$0.16ea) PHS 
How Wi Ob: Cc. 
Obamacare “oe FIXING 
Work? = Senior Citizens Your Farnily OBAMACARE 
feet at Kemnay Core whet Few Cae Fapett me) ha Vow Con Papert 
_ ppassniiomenteg — eter oe ; | \ 
= sevens 7 gt : ~ “Be 
: ee eee My 


es 1 Gen 


Choose Choose Choose 


Preedom Freedom Preecdorm iy 
> srce . > srce > sroce ga 5 5 
Nullification — 
Loaded with primary sources, Thomas Woods’ HOW TO RESIST 
Nullification should become an action manual for com- FEDERAL TYRANMY 
mitted activists to use on the issue of federal healthcare x tee 2isr CENTURY 
mandates and a host of other issues. (2010, 309pp, hb, > 
¥ $24.95) BKN 
SICK~SICKER 


WHEN THE COVISNMINT BECOMES YOGR DECTER 


Choose 
Freedom 


STOP Ctemecore 


TOOL BOX 


Stop ObamaCare ToolBox — Data CD 
This data CD contains many of the various tools produced by 
JBS for the ObamaCare campaign.(2010; DATA CD; 1/$2.50; 
2-10/$1.75ea; 11-20/$1.50ea; 21-50/$1.00ea; 51-99/$0.90ea; 100- 
999/$0.85ea; 1,000+/$0.75ea) DCDSOTB 


Sick and Sicker 

Where will ObamaCare lead America? Logan Darrow Clements shows what hap- 
pens when “the government becomes your doctor; using licensed news footage 
from Canadian TV and interviews with doctors, patients, journalists, and a Health 
Minister, as well as the producer’s own Canadian relatives. (2010, cased DVD, 50min, 
1/$15.95; 5-9/$14.95ea; 10-24/$13.95ea; 25+/$12.95ea) DVDSAS 


QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL PRICE 
Mail completed form to: 
ShopJBS P.O. BOX 8040 


APPLETON, WI 54912 


1-800-342-6491 


sae 
isla 
[alee 


Order Online 


Ee |Bs.org = 


Order Online: www.ShopJBS.org 


Credit-card orders call toll-free now! 


Name 
Address 


WI RESIDENTS ADD State 


5% SALES TAX 


SHIPPING/HANDLING 


City 
(SEE CHART BELOW) 


SUBTOTAL TOTAL 


Phone E-mail 


Q) Check 
() Money Order 


Make checks payable to: ShopJBS 
# 


Ct et 


For shipments outside the U.S., please call for rates. 


QO VISA Q) Discover 
() MasterCard O American Express 


American Express 
Four Digit V-Code 


Order Subtotal 
$0-10.99 
$11.00-19.99 
$20 49.99 
$50.00-99.99 
$100.00-149.99 
$150.00+ 


Standard Shipping 
$4.95 
$7.75 
$9.95 
$13.75 
$15.95 
call 


Rush Shipping 
$9.95 
$12.75 
$14.95 
$18.75 
$20.95 

call 


Standard: 4-14 
business days. 
Rush: 3-7 business 
days, no P.O. Boxes, 
HI/AK add $10.00 


Exp. Date 


Signature 


MADE IN THE U.S.A. 


Valves and controls for the oil and gas industry worldwide 


KIMRAY 


WWW.KIMRAY.COM » 405.525.6601 


Leal — 


ql SREEEWE EUGEEE 


Vol. 28, No. 9 May 7, 2012 


HEALTHCARE 


ObamaCare: Past, Present & Yet to Come 
by Michael Tennant — Regardless of what happens in the Supreme 
Court ObamaCare is being implemented and imposing costs. 


ENERGY 
Sky-high Electric Bills 


Courtesy of Obama EPA’s War on Coal 

by William F Jasper — As Obama’s EPA institutes new regulations 
on coal-fired power plants, the number of operating plants will 
steadily dwindle, causing increased costs and job loss. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 


The Exploitation of Trayvon Martin’s Death 
by Alex Newman — Demagogues are using the Trayvon Martin 
shooting to further their agendas. 


CONSTITUTION CORNER 


The Case for Nullification 
by Joe Wolverton IT, J.D. — Any federal law that is unconstitutional 
has no legal effect. 


BOOK REVIEW 

Pat Buchanan: The Crusader 

by James D. Heiser — One Republican, Patrick Buchanan, has 
been the primary face and voice of cultural conservatism since the 
neoconservative takeover of the Republican Party in the early 1990s. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

Alfred the Great, King of Wessex 

by Fr. James Thornton — Much of classical Western thought, 
ideals, and traditions — which provided a guidepost for centuries 
— was initiated and propagated by one man, King Alfred the Great. 
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Dealing With Enemies 


Kudos to Joe Wolverton for an excellent 
piece written about the National Defense 
Authorization Act and the groundwork laid 
by our government for an Adolf Hitler-type 
government for America. 

The standard for America in dealing with 
“belligerents,” the term used in the legisla- 
tion to identify those Americans the U.S. 
government can target without regard to 
their constitutional rights, has long been es- 
tablished and does not require the enactment 
of the recent law, which, in effect, can strip 
Americans of their constitutional rights: 

1. Americans who are anti-American “bel- 
ligerents” should be prosecuted for treason, 
whether during war or not. 

2. Non-Americans who are belligerent 
should be dealt with based on their level of 
threat: Police can handle criminal acts and 
our military can handle military acts. 

DENNIS DOROTIAK 
Orlando, Florida 


A Pressing Issue 


In THE NEw AMERICAN article “The Internet: 
Gutenberg Press 2.0,” (March 19, 2012) by 
Bob Adelmann, I must take issue with much 
of the article. 

Gutenberg is given credit as the source of 
movable type printing. But historians like 
myself know otherwise. Movable type print- 
ing dates back at least to Bi Sheng in China 
circa 1051, almost 400 years earlier. It is 
now generally accepted that movable block 
printing reached Europe from China when 
Zheng reached Florence, Italy, in 1434 as an 
Ambassador. 

While Gutenberg contends for the dis- 
tinction of possibly the first European to 
make use of the invention, other claimants 
include Coster and unknown printers from 
Venice and Florence. Gutenberg’s claim to 
being the first European is hotly disputed, 
as a study by Arcas and Needham of Prince- 
ton University found, by computer analy- 
sis, that the Gutenberg Bible was not set 
from movable type, 
nor were a dozen of 
Gutenberg’s other 
early books. If those 
scholars are correct, 
Gutenberg’s claim is 
demolished. 

Without printing, 
the Chinese Xuan De 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


astronomical calendars the Chinese Ambas- 
sadors brought to Venice would have had to 
be copied by hand. Imparting the knowledge 
of movable block printing ensured the calen- 
dars would be copied accurately. The Chinese 
gift made a great contribution to sparking 
the Renaissance. It helped cartography and 
ocean navigation, aided the dissemination of 
instructions and edicts, and revolutionized art, 
astronomy, logic, geometry, architecture, en- 
gineering, mechanics, anatomy, philosophy, 
politics, warfare, and music. 

Musicians could now play together, reading 
music precisely as the composer had written. 
Voyages of discovery were advanced because, 
thanks to printing, shipbuilding became easi- 
er. The skills and knowledge of doctors could 
now more easily be disseminated. 

Credit belongs where credit is due. In this 
case, to the Chinese Ambassadors to Italy 
in 1434. 

Dr. STAN VAUGHAN 
Sent via e-mail 


Voters Caused 


the Problems 


Once again Joe Wolverton has upheld the high 
journalistic standards of THE NEw AMERICAN 
with his “Social Spying” in the February 20 
issue. However, the magnificence of it came 
to a close three paragraphs before his closure 
when he announced our “yet hope” in 2012 
lies in “an educated electorate,” namely that 
said voters will select congressional candi- 
dates “who will pass a law permanently re- 
voking the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity’s power to carry out the mission outlined 
in the” blah, blah, blah. Is there nobody there 
in Appleton, not even Joe Wolverton, who 
comprehends that voting in triple-rigged po- 
litical popularity contests is exactly what has 
brought us to where the USA is today? On the 
other hand, blanket Election-by-Lot would 
sweep oligarchy from these shores. 

RICHARD WARD 

Sent via e-mail 


ST 
foe ve 


TWh Lin, My ihe % 


xe 


REGISTERED & COMMERCIAL 


~F 


AP Images 


Obama Pushes “Buffett Rule” Tax Hike While Ignoring Key Facts 


Campaigning to make economic “fairness” the central theme of 
his reelection campaign, President Obama on April 10 pitched his 
“Buffett Rule” tax hike to a student audience at Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Raton. 

Aimed at those who earn the bulk of their income from capital 
gains, the plan would double the tax rate on capital gains from 
15 percent to 30 percent. 

Obama didn’t tell the students that taxes on capital gains aren’t 
adjusted for inflation. He didn’t explain how the 15-percent tax 
rate on capital gains is actually a 30-percent rate on real, infla- 
tion-adjusted gains if price increases have wiped out half the pur- 
chasing power of reported gains. 


As Wall Street Journal reporter E. S. Browning explained in 
“Adjusted for Inflation, Dow’s Gains Are Puny,” reporting on 
the calculations of money manager Garrett Thornburgan, the 
impact of inflation on reducing the real value long-term capital 
gains is substantial: “Nominally, a dollar invested in stocks of 
the Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index at the end of 1978 had 
blossomed to $22.88 at the end of 2008, including dividends, a 
sweet gain even after the 2008 meltdown. But once estimates of 
inflation, taxes, and costs are removed, he figures, the investment 
was worth $3.76.” 

Obama also didn’t tell the students at Florida Atlantic Univer- 
sity that the U.S. tax code imposes taxation on capital gains and 
dividends on top of a corporate tax rate of 35 percent — a tax 
rate on corporate profits that became the highest in the world on 
April | after Japan cut its corporate tax rate and moved the United 
States from second to first place. 

He also didn’t mention that capital gains are additionally taxed 
at the state level — at 9.3 percent in California, 9.0 percent in 
Oregon, etc. 

Also unmentioned by Obama in Boca Raton was how higher 
taxes on “the rich” and the subsequent greater transfer of money 
from job creators to federal coffers is likely to slow private invest- 
ment and job creation in an already sluggish economy, the slowest 
economic recovery from a recession since the Great Depression. 


“Taxmageddon”: The Coming $5 Trillion Obama Tax Increase 


Back in February when the Congress voted to extend the payroll 
tax “holiday” to the end of the year, the Washington Post was the 
first to notice the tsunami of tax increases coming next year. But 
then Lori Montgomery began to add up all the other taxes that will 
increase on January 1, 2013, and called it “Taxmageddon.” Here is 
a partial list of taxes that will increase unless Congress intervenes: 

¢ The 2001 and 2003 Bush “tax cuts” expire 

¢ Taxes on investment income 

¢ Estate and gift taxes 

¢ Income taxes 

¢ Marriage penalty returns 

¢ Child credit drops 

* Taxes on first $8700 of wages increase by 50 percent 

¢ Payroll taxes go from 4.2 percent back to 6.2 percent 

But that is only a start. The Heritage Foundation did an in- 
depth analysis of all the tax increases scheduled for next year and 
found that Montgomery forgot some: 

¢ The Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) will increase in size 
and reach 

¢ Five new ObamaCare taxes will start 

¢ Some 50 “tax extenders” will go away 

¢ Small business owners can no longer write off business 
equipment purchases immediately 

Adding them all together, the total is $500 billion. And that’s 
just in 2013. Over the next decade, the tax increases will exceed 
$5 trillion. 


The effect of this tidal wave is already having a dampening 
effect on the economy. Curtis Dubay, the author of the Heritage 
study, wrote: 


Families, businesses, and investors need to know how much 
tax they will pay in the future before making important eco- 
nomic decisions. The uncertainty caused by Taxmageddon 
means they are stuck in neutral while they wait for President 
Obama and Congress to act. This is slowing job creation and 
stopping many of the millions of unemployed Americans 
from going back to work. 


Sucking half a trillion dollars out of the economy is going to have 
a severe negative impact on growth. Mark Zandi of Moody’s Ana- 
lytics estimates that the nation’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) 
would be reduced by at least three percent. Considering that cur- 
rent estimates of growth are less than that, these tax hikes could 
push the economy back into recession. 


Homeland Security Will Enforce “Environmental Justice” 


The Department of Homeland Security has announced that it will 
be creating an “environmental justice” unit that will be oversee- 
ing environmental regulations, alongside local governments. The 
unit’s role of enforcing environmental regulations has prompted 
critics to refer to the new department as the “green police.” 

The DHS defines environmental justice as “the commitment of 
the Federal Government ... to avoid placing disproportionately 
high and adverse effects on the human health and environment 
of minority populations and low-income populations.” The de- 
partment indicates in its “Environmental Justice Strategy” docu- 
ment that the goal is to “include environmental justice practices 
in our larger mission efforts involving federal law enforcement 
and emergency response activities” in order to incorporate envi- 
ronmental justice and “secure the homeland.” 

The “Environmental Justice Strategy” document leads off with 
this explanation: 


Our Nation’s vision of homeland security is a homeland safe 
and secure, resilient against terrorism and other hazards, and 
where American interests and aspirations and the American 
way of life can thrive. In seeking to fulfill this vision, the 
Department of Homeland Security aspires to avoid burden- 
ing minority and low-income populations with a dispropor- 
tionate share of any adverse human health or environmental 
risks associated with our efforts to secure the Nation. 


According to the DHS, the role of promoting environmental jus- 
tice is not simply to oversee the operations but also to regulate 
permitting activities alongside local and state governments. In 
order to achieve that, the department is creating a Directive and 
Instruction on Environmental Justice to “outline DHS roles and 
responsibilities in the various agencies and programs.” 

Our neighbors across the Atlantic have already encountered 
their own version of green police, which fines families guilty of 
committing compost infractions. The British Daily Mail newspa- 
per reported at the time this policy was introduced, “Householders 
could be fined up to £1,000 if they fail to comply with complex 
new rules on refuse sorting. Food scraps, tea bags and vegetable 
peelings thrown into the wrong dustbin could land them with 
hefty penalties under government plans to be unveiled today.” 


Transparency and The Fed: Actions Belie Rhetoric 


Five hundred pages of redactions. Blank pages. That’s what the 
public gets to see in the transcripts of the Federal Reserve Open 
Market Committee (FROMC) meetings for 2007-2010. The long- 
awaited transcripts, released March 7, pursuant to a Freedom of 
Information Act request by MSNBC’s Dylan Ratigan Show, un- 
doubtedly hold some very important information about the Fed’s 
activities and decisions during and since the financial crisis, 
including to whom it has given trillions of taxpayer dollars in 
“loans” and bailouts — and on what terms. 

Not all of the recently released transcript pages are completely 
blank; some of the pages of particular FROMC meetings list the 
names of attendees and include brief opening and closing remarks 
by Chairman Ben Bernanke, as well as bantering and joking by 
Bernanke and other attendees. Although the meager transcripts 
provide virtually none of the substantive information Fed watch- 
ers were hoping to find, the newly released pages do include the 
word “Laughter,” in brackets, 79 times. Undoubtedly, there were 
many more laugh lines in the redacted material. However, for 
the millions of Americans who have lost their homes, their busi- 
nesses, their jobs, or their life savings — or who face imminent 
loss of the same — it’s no laughing matter. 

In an April 16 commentary entitled “Fed Release Is Absurdly 
Redacted,” John Carney, senior editor of CNBC’s NetNet, notes 
that Bernanke and company have censored all the relevant in- 
formation about the most critical events in our recent economic 


history. “Take the entry from 
March 10, 2008,” Carney 
comments. “It begins with 
these words.‘CHAIRMAN 
BERNANKE: Good evening, 
everybody. I am sorry, once 
again, to have to call you 
together on short notice. We 
live in a very special time.’ 
That sounds like the start to a 
very interesting meeting. Un- 
fortunately, the remainder of 
that page is redacted.” 

Why was that meeting im- 
portant? Because of the im- 
minent collapse of the Bear Sterns brokerage, one of the critical 
precipitating events of the financial crisis. “The following day,” 
notes Carney, “the Fed announced the creation of the Term Se- 
curities Lending Facility (TSLF), one of the first of many bailout 
facilities the Fed would launch to prop up the financial system.” 

The speeches and testimony of Federal Reserve Board Chair- 
man Ben Bernanke and other Federal Reserve officers are replete 
with pious expressions of the Fed’s alleged commitment to open- 
ness and transparency. Clearly, that commitment is as empty as 
the latest batch of released transcripts. 


Ben 
Bernanke 
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QUICKQUOTES 


No More Pennies in Canada 

“Pennies take up too much space on our dressers.” 

Speaking to the House of Commons, Canadian Finance Minister Jim 
Flaherty announced the end of the penny in his country. Each costs 
1.6 cents to produce, in addition to cluttering up the space on dressers. 


Incident on Airline Points to Readiness of Passengers to Act 
“It’s quite obvious that passengers are now willing and able to neutral- 
ize a perceived threat. These passengers were there and ready to go. 
Everybody did what they should have done.” 

Recently retired airline pilot Bruce Hedlund commended several passengers and flight attendants who 
restrained the pilot of a Jet Blue plane who went berserk during a routine flight. 
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GSA Leader Resigns After the Airing of the Excessive Cost of an Employee Conference 

“A significant misstep. Taxpayers dollars were squandered.” 

After the $823,000 cost of a conference for 300 General Services Ad- 
ministration employees became known, Martha N. Johnson resigned 
her post and expressed regret. She was not present at the event. 


President Obama Makes Known His Post-election Intentions 
“This is my last election. After my election, I have more flexibility.” 
President Barack Obama’s comment was overheard through a live 
microphone while he was speaking to Russian President Dmitri Med- 
vedev. The remark means that, if he is reelected, he will not have to 
move so slowly toward achieving his goals. 


Being at War Is the Goal, Says Columnist 

“This is why the wars cannot end and why if one does end, another 
starts. Huge sums of American taxpayers’ money have flowed into the 
American armaments industries and huge amounts of power into the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity. The American empire works by stripping Americans of wealth 
and liberty.” 

Former Reagan administration official and current columnist Paul 
Craig Roberts also noted that when President Obama was asked as he 
entered office what the U.S. mission in Afghanistan was, the President 
replied that he didn’t know. 
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Britannica Stops Print Version 

“When they thought it would be around forever, there was no rush to 
buy one. But now, suddenly, it’s a scarce item.” 

After announcing that there would no longer be a print version of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, company president Jorge Cauz says the 
244-year-old company has been inundated with buyers for the last few 
copies of the 2010 edition at $1,395 
per set. 
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Baseball Manager Praises Castro, Gets Suspended 
“T love Fidel Castro.... I respect Fidel Castro. You know why? A lot of 
people have wanted to kill Fidel Castro for the last 60 years, but that 
[expletive deleted] is still here.” 
The Miami Marlins, which draw fans from the largest Cuban-American 
population in our country, weren’t very happy with what Ozzie Guillen 
said about Castro. Many of the Cuban-Amercan refugees have lost loved 
ones at the hands of the communist regime led by Castro. A Venezuelan 
émigré to the United States, Guillen apologized, but was suspended for 
five days without pay by Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. McManus 
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Past, Present 
& Yet to Come 


As Americans wait for the Supreme Court to determine 
whether all, part, or none of ObamaCare is unconstitutional, 
ObamaCare is being implemented and imposing costs. 
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by Michael Tennant 


66 hen I sign this bill,” Presi- 
dent Barack Obama said 
on March 23, 2010, “all 


of the overheated rhetoric over reform will 
finally confront the reality of reform.” 

With that, Obama affixed his John Han- 
cock to a bill that would surely have re- 
pulsed the most famous signer — and all 
the other signers — of the Declaration of 
Independence, for with it the U.S. govern- 
ment arrogated to itself vastly more power 
over the lives of its subjects than George 
III ever dreamed of exercising. That bill, 
of course, was the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA), better 
known as ObamaCare. 

Americans have since confronted the 
reality of Obama’s signature domestic pol- 
icy achievement, and they don’t like what 
they see. Opinion polls have consistently 
revealed that the law commands the sup- 
port of fewer than half of all Americans; 
and a January ABC News/Washington 
Post poll found that two-thirds believe the 
Supreme Court should overturn part or all 
of the law. 

The people have very good reason to 
dislike ObamaCare. Between the PPACA 
and its companion Health Care and Edu- 
cation Reconciliation Act, nearly 1,000 
pages (about 425,000 words) of tax hikes, 
mandates, and behavior-modification de- 
crees were added to federal law. As of Feb- 
ruary, resultant regulations had expanded 
the Federal Register by 2.1 million words, 
making the whole of ObamaCare to date 
three times as long as the King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible, according to Americans 
for Limited Government. 


What’s Happening 
Although most provisions of ObamaCare 
do not kick in until 2014, those that have 
already taken effect have also given Amer- 
icans ample cause to fear what is to come. 
The insurance industry, which surely 
thought it was getting a sweetheart deal 
in the form of a captive customer base, 
has suffered quite a few ill effects from 


Bad medicine: Polls show that many doctors 
will hang up their stethoscopes and fewer 
people will enter medicine if ObamaCare 
remains on the books. The result: a severe 
shortage of physicians. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


various provisions that are al- 
ready in force. Children may 
now remain on their parents’ 
health insurance policies until 
age 26. Insurers may not charge 
copayments for preventive care. 
They may not deny policies to 
children with preexisting con- 
ditions. All lifetime and some 
annual coverage caps have been 
outlawed. As a result, though 
Obama promised that his plan 
“would bring down premiums 
by $2,500 for the typical family,” insur- 
ance rates are on the rise, particularly for 
individuals and small businesses. Many 
insurers have stopped writing policies 
that cover children as individuals, fear- 
ing that they will be forced to foot the 
bill for expensive, long-term treatments 
for kids with serious conditions. Small 
insurance companies have been driven 
out of business. 

Another mandate nearly cost part-time 
and low-wage employees their health 
insurance. It required all health plans to 
spend at least 85 percent of their premi- 
ums on benefits. Restaurant and retail 
establishments with many part-time and 
minimum-wage employees typically offer 
inexpensive limited-benefit health insur- 
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As of February, resultant regulations 
had expanded the Federal Register by 
2.1 million words, making the whole 


of ObamaCare to date three times as 
long as the King James Version of 
the Bible, according to Americans for 
Limited Government. 


ance to these employees. However, be- 
cause of high turnover in these jobs and, 
consequently, relatively few expensive 
claims, “There is not any issuer of limited 
benefit coverage that could meet the en- 
hanced ... standards,” Neil Trautwein, a 
National Retail Federation vice president, 
told the Wall Street Journal. After Mc- 
Donald’s Corp. and other large employers 
told the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) that they would have to 
drop coverage for their employees if the 
rule went into effect, HHS issued a waiver 
for the rule. 

Speaking of waivers, still another man- 
date — one requiring insurance plans to 
gradually raise their annual benefit limits, 
ultimately to infinity in 2014 — was so 
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ill-conceived mandate: The Obama administration ruled that college-age women must be given 
free surgical sterilization coverage, forcing Catholics and others opposed to the practice to 
choose between violating their consciences and dropping coverage altogether. 


onerous that over 1,200 companies sought 
and obtained waivers from it. (Another 
96 waiver requests were denied.) Prob- 
ably not coincidentally, “labor unions 
representing 543,812 workers received 
waivers,” the Daily Caller reported, while 
“private employers with a total of 69,813 
employees, many of whom work for small 
businesses, were granted waivers.” 
ObamaCare has produced “a wave of 
frantic consolidation in the healthcare in- 
dustry,” Dr. Lloyd M. Krieger argued in 
a 2011 Wall Street Journal op-ed. Small 
insurers that have not simply gone out of 
business have instead been forced to sell 
themselves to larger competitors. Doc- 
tors, hospitals, and clinics are merging 
into ever larger organizations, partly be- 
cause the law encourages the formation 


The tax, a 2.3-percent levy on medical 
device manufacturers’ revenue, will 
start being collected in 2013. AdvaMed, 


the Advanced Medical Technology 


Association, “estimated that 43,000 U.S. 


jobs would be lost.” 


of Accountable Care Organizations that 
will supposedly reduce costs. As a result, 
healthcare is coming under the control of 
an ever-dwindling number of large enti- 
ties — an outcome that Krieger averred 
“will not be undone by repeal or defund- 
ing alone.” 

One provision that has yet to kick in has 
nonetheless already had negative reper- 
cussions. Stryker Corporation, a medical 
device maker in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
announced last November that it would 
be laying off about five percent of its 
workforce, in part to “realign resources in 
advance of the new Medical Excise Tax.” 
That tax, a 2.3-percent levy on medical 
device manufacturers’ revenue, will start 
being collected in 2013. AdvaMed, the 
Advanced Medical Technology Associa- 
tion, “estimated that 43,000 
U.S. jobs would be lost as 
the Medical Device Excise 
Tax motivates companies 
to shift more production to 
nations with less expensive 
labor,” according to the Ka- 
lamazoo Gazette. 

Recent developments have 
not exactly endeared Obama- 
Care to wide swaths of the 
American public, either. 


Most infamously, HHS issued a regu- 
lation in January requiring all insurance 
plans to include coverage of contracep- 
tives, including those that can cause 
abortions. This, of course, meant that 
those paying for the insurance — primar- 
ily employers — would have to foot the 
bill for this extra coverage, whether or 
not they agreed with it. Religious leaders 
opposed to birth control and/or abortion 
were rightly up in arms, knowing that the 
only alternative to paying for contracep- 
tion coverage was not to buy insurance 
for their employees at all. 

The Obama administration’s “compro- 
mise” was to demand that insurers cover 
contraception for free. They can’t afford 
to do that, naturally, so the cost of con- 
traceptives will be included in future pre- 
mium increases, forcing those who are op- 
posed to such coverage to pay for it just 
the same. And they still will be left with 
the Hobson’s choice of buying insurance 
with coverage to which they object or for- 
going it altogether, in which case they will 
be penalized. 

On top of the contraception mandate, 
HHS in March ordered that insurance pol- 
icies for college-age women — whether 
provided by schools, parents, or employ- 
ers — cover surgical sterilization, creating 
a similar dilemma for those opposed to the 
practice. 

ObamaCare famously passed Congress 
only after the President signed an execu- 
tive order banning taxpayer funding of 
abortion under it, assuaging the concerns 
of pro-life Democrats that the absence of 
such language in the final bill (it had been 
included in earlier versions) would permit 
such funding. However, the PPACA actu- 
ally contains language forcing enrollees 
in certain insurance plans to pay a $1-per- 
month surcharge for abortion coverage 
while keeping them almost completely in 
the dark about the surcharge and giving 
them no option to decline the coverage. 

Despite objections raised by pro-life or- 
ganizations, HHS confirmed that this man- 
date will be enforced in a 644-page final 
rule concerning state insurance exchanges 
that the department issued in March. That 
rule also leaves open the possibility that 
certain multi-state insurance plans admin- 
istered by the federal government could 
cover elective abortion, possibly even in 
states that have prohibited such coverage 
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in their own exchanges. That would most 
definitely put taxpayers on the hook for 
administering — and, where insurance is 
subsidized, directly funding — abortion 
coverage, Obama’s executive order not- 
withstanding. 

Two recent reports from the Congres- 
sional Budget Office (CBO) have added 
fuel to the fire of ObamaCare discontent. 
The first, issued March 13, estimated that 
the law would cost $1.76 trillion between 
2012 and 2022 — nearly double the CBO’s 
original 10-year estimate of $940 billion. 
And that only accounts for coverage, not 
implementation and other charges. Add 
those costs in and the total bill for the next 
decade comes to $2.6 trillion, Sen. Jeff 
Sessions (R-Ala.) told Fox News. So much 
for ObamaCare’s alleged savings. 

Two days later the CBO put out another 
report stating that three million to five mil- 
lion Americans are likely to lose their em- 
ployer-based health insurance each year 
from 2019 to 2022 as a direct result of the 
healthcare law, though the number could 
go as high as 20 million. Hardest hit will 
be low-wage earners, not all of whom will 
be able to obtain government-subsidized 
coverage to make up for the loss. 

The report also noted that, contrary to 
the hype surrounding ObamaCare, 26 mil- 
lion to 27 million Americans will still be 
uninsured at the end of 2022. It isn’t hard 
to imagine that at that point politicians 
will argue that the market, not the corpo- 
ratist healthcare system they established 
in 2010, has failed and that only a single- 
payer, government-run system can ensure 
that everyone receives the care he needs. 


Such dissatisfaction with the law has pro- 
duced fierce resistance from all quarters 
of American society. The same day that 
Obama signed the PPACA into law, Vir- 
ginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli 
filed a lawsuit challenging its constitution- 
ality, and 13 other state Attorneys General 
joined forces to take on the law as well. 
Since then an additional 13 states and the 
National Federation of Independent Busi- 
ness have either joined existing lawsuits or 
filed suits of their own. Liberty University 
of Lynchburg, Virginia, sued to overturn 
the law, as did several Michigan residents, 
aided by the Thomas More Law Center. 
These lawsuits have met with varying 
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degrees of success. The Liberty University 
and Michigan suits were decided in favor 
of the federal government. In the Virginia 
case, a judge ruled that the individual man- 
date, but not necessarily the entire law, 
was unconstitutional; the appeals court, 
however, overturned that ruling. A 26-state 
suit, meanwhile, came before U.S. District 
Judge Roger Vinson of the Northern Dis- 
trict of Florida, who found the entire law 
unconstitutional. The 11th Circuit Court 
of Appeals agreed with Vinson that the 
individual mandate is unconstitutional but 
disagreed that the rest of the law is. The 
Supreme Court agreed to hear the appeal 
of this case, and that is where the fate of 
ObamaCare now rests. 

The court heard six hours of oral argu- 
ments over the course of three days in late 
March. It is expected to rule on the case 
by the end of June. Most observers believe 
the decision, like so many in recent years, 
will split 5 to 4, with Justice Anthony Ken- 
nedy providing the vote that determines 
the outcome. 

The questions asked by the justices 
during the hearings suggest that while the 
court is likely to divide along the expected 
ideological lines, even the liberal justices 
weren’t buying some of the administra- 
tion’s arguments. Justices Ruth Bader 


AP Images 


Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, and Elena 
Kagan (an Obama appointee) were openly 
skeptical of the government’s claim that 
the penalty assessed upon individuals who 
do not purchase health insurance is a tax 
and therefore well within Congress’ power 
to impose. Among conservatives, Chief 
Justice John Roberts, Justice Samuel Alito, 
and Justice Antonin Scalia expressed grave 
reservations about not just the individual 
mandate but the entire PPACA. Kennedy, 
too, “signaled deep unease” with the in- 
dividual mandate, according to the Los 
Angeles Times. (Justice Clarence Thomas 
was typically taciturn throughout the pro- 
ceedings.) While Justices’ “comments dur- 
ing oral arguments do not always forecast 
the eventual ruling,” the paper observed, 
the conservatives’ remarks indicated that 
the court “appeared ready to strike down 
... the entire law.” 

Constitutionalists would certainly wel- 
come such a decision because, as Sally 
Pipes, president of the Pacific Research 
Institute and author of The Truth About 
ObamaCare, told THE NEw AMERICAN, 
“If the court rules [ObamaCare] is con- 
stitutional, there’s no limit on the powers 
of the federal government to coerce us as 
individuals on what we have to purchase 
in the private market.” Indeed, a finding of 


It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got that 
swing: Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
Kennedy is expected to cast the vote 
that will determine whether the court 
upholds or overturns ObamaCare. 


Subterfuge enabled Obama to claim that 
his legislation would cost “only” $940 
billion in its first decade. Two years on, 


with most of the costless years past, the 
next decade is estimated to set Uncle Sam 
back twice as much — proof of just how 
steep the cost curve for ObamaCare is. 


constitutionality would demonstrate that 
the court has accepted the notion that “the 
government is no longer a limited one pos- 
sessing enumerated powers, but an indefi- 
nite one subject to particular exceptions,” 
in the (unfortunately) prophetic words of 
James Madison. 

Should the court fail to overturn the law, 
constitutionalists’ next best hope will be 
the even dicier November elections. Obvi- 
ously, if Obama is reelected, repeal will be 
out of the question for another four years, 
by which time the law will be in full force 
and thus quite difficult to dislodge. If he 
is defeated, repeal becomes more likely 
given that all the Republican presidential 
candidates have said they favor it; but it 
cannot occur without Congress’ consent, 
and that is unlikely to be granted if Demo- 
crats retain control of the Senate. 

If the law is neither struck down nor re- 
pealed, state nullification will be the final 
bulwark against it. A number of states 
have already passed laws nullifying the 
individual mandate. The effectiveness of 
such efforts remains to be seen, though it 
is a virtual certainty that if the Supreme 
Court deems the PPACA constitutional it 
will also deem state laws nullifying it un- 
constitutional. Quite possibly the Obama 
administration would threaten to withhold 
Medicaid or other funds from states that 
refuse to bow the knee, a favorite meth- 
od for ensuring state compliance with 
Washington’s desires. States that long 
ago traded their birthright of sovereignty 
for a mess of Potomac pottage may find 
it extremely difficult to stand up to such 
threats. 


It Would Hurt — and Does Hurt 

Let us, however, be optimists for the mo- 
ment and assume that the law is either 
overturned this year or repealed early in 
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2013. While the major provi- 
sions of the law will not take 
effect until 2014, many lesser 
provisions have already been 
implemented, and revers- 
ing the damage they have 
done will not necessarily be 
easy, as the Washington Post 
pointed out in a March 22 ar- 
ticle (“Health-care changes 
may not all disappear even 
if justices overturn the law”). 
Many of the insurance man- 
dates have already been incorporated into 
state law and will have to repealed state- 
by-state. But because the mandates appear 
to give people free coverage, they “are re- 
ally very popular,’ Georgetown Univer- 
sity professor Sabrina Corlette told the 
newspaper. As such, repealing them may 
be a politically perilous task for legisla- 
tors and Governors. New Medicare ben- 
efits — among them, drug discounts and 
free preventive services — will certainly 
be dropped; but because they, too, are 
popular, Congress may well be pressured 
into reinstating them. Also, as previously 
mentioned, certain other outcomes, such 
as the consolidation of the healthcare in- 
dustry, will not be easily undone. 

As bad as the lingering effects of a 
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voided PPACA would be, the results of 
the law remaining in force would be far 
worse. In addition to forcing Americans 
to purchase health insurance, ObamaCare 
“gives the President and the administra- 
tion, in particular the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, a tremendous 
amount of power in determining how the 
healthcare system in this country goes 
and how it affects us as Americans,” said 
Pipes, pointing to the triple-Bible-length 
rules and regulations that have already 
been issued under the law. 

The law will also be costly. Up to now it 
has had a negligible impact on the federal 
budget because most of the expenditures 
do not begin until 2014. That bit of sub- 
terfuge enabled Obama to claim that his 
legislation would cost “only” $940 billion 
in its first decade. Two years on, with most 
of the costless years past, the next decade 
is estimated to set Uncle Sam back twice 
as much — proof of just how steep the cost 
curve for ObamaCare is. 

“Most of the cost drivers” in Obama- 
Care go into effect in 2014, Pipes ex- 
plained. These include a huge expansion 
of Medicaid to cover low-income persons 
who cannot otherwise afford health insur- 
ance; federal subsidies for others to pur- 
chase private insurance on state exchanges; 
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MediScare: Democrats are counting on fear of Medicare cuts to turn out their base in November. 
ObamaCare, meanwhile, will cause Medicare to double in cost and go bankrupt by 2022. 
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Unhappy meal: ObamaCare almost forced restaurants to drop health insurance benefits for their 
employees — a catastrophe averted only after McDonald’s and other large employers convinced 
the Obama administration to waive an insurance rule. 


the end of insurance price discrimination 
based on preexisting conditions; the ces- 
sation of all annual and lifetime insurance 
benefit caps; the individual and employer 
mandates; and “the hiring of 16,000 new 
IRS agents to make sure that people show 
on their tax return that they have insur- 
ance or they’re going to pay [the] penalty.” 
Under this system, she added, Medicaid 
will cost $800 billion a year by 2022, and 
Medicare’s tab will double to $1 trillion 
a year. “Medicare,” she asserted, “will be 
bankrupt in 2022.” If the true cost of just 
the first decade of ObamaCare — let alone 
the next several decades — had been re- 
vealed in 2010, it would surely have stood 
a much lower chance of passage. 

The government’s costs, of course, will 
be borne by taxpayers, who will be able 
to see quite clearly what ObamaCare has 
done to the federal budget. Other costs 
will be hidden but just as detrimental. The 
insurance mandates will cause premiums 
to rise, a process that is already under way. 
More widespread coverage will encourage 
people to make greater use of the health- 
care system, thereby driving up prices. 

Meanwhile, the increasing red tape and 
cost controls are likely to reduce the sup- 
ply of health practitioners. Pipes cited sev- 
eral studies showing that many doctors are 
seriously considering leaving the medical 
profession once ObamaCare takes hold, 
that fewer people are likely to enter that 
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field, and that, as a result, “by 2019 there 
will be a shortage of 91,000 doctors,” ac- 
cording to the Center for Workforce Stud- 
ies. She pointed out that in her country of 
birth, which has a fully socialized health- 
care system, “17 percent of 32 million Ca- 
nadians are on a waiting list just trying to 
get a primary care doctor.” 

Under a free-market system, shortages 
are rare and short-lived because the market 
mitigates them by raising prices, thereby 
encouraging an increase in supply, in turn 
reducing prices once more. Under a so- 
cialist system, by contrast, goods and ser- 
vices in short supply are doled out by the 
government according to their perceived 
political payoff. ObamaCare already con- 
tains incentives for rationing in the form 
of Accountable Care Organizations, which 
pay doctors to keep costs under control. 
Advances in medicine will also be even 
more tightly controlled by the government 
than they already are under the Patient- 
Centered Outcomes Research Institute 
(PCORI), which Pipes said “will be de- 
termining whether 
a new medicine or 
medical device is 
cost-effective as 
compared to medi- 
cally effective.” 

“Medicare may 
take the institute’s 
[PCORI’s] research 
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into account when deciding what proce- 
dures it will cover, so long as the new 
research is not the sole justification and 
the agency allows for public input,” Kai- 
ser Health News reported shortly after 
ObamaCare was passed. “Many experts 
believe that as health costs continue to 
mushroom, Medicare and private pay- 
ers will incorporate the institute’s work 
into their coverage decisions.” That is, a 
government body will recommend which 
treatments to offer, and public and private 
health insurance will follow its recom- 
mendations — voluntarily at first; later, 
perhaps, because doing so becomes ei- 
ther de facto or de jure mandatory — 
thereby denying some treatment options 
to patients. If that isn’t rationing, then 
I’m Tim Tebow. 

Then there are the countless intrusive 
initiatives contained in the law, a subject 
on which THE NEw AMERICAN has report- 
ed extensively. They include a “National 
Prevention and Health Promotion Strat- 
egy,” “lifestyle behavior modification,” 
“individualized wellness plans,’ “home 
visits” by government agents (possibly in- 
cluding forced immunizations), and many 
other invasions of individuals’ and fami- 
lies’ lives. Implementing these provisions 
will take billions of taxpayer dollars and 
a massive new bureaucracy — and what 
remains of our liberties. 

Clearly Americans have every right to 
despise and fear ObamaCare. It has al- 
ready done significant, possibly irrepa- 
rable damage to the United States’ health- 
care system. It is contrary to both the spirit 
and the letter of our founding documents. 
And it promises to sap our citizens’ and 
states’ health and well-being while build- 
ing up Washington’s. Let us pray that, one 
way or another, the law and its attendant 
regulations are rendered impotent, lest the 
Constitution instead be nullified and along 
with it, “the blessings of liberty” it was 
created to “secure ... to ourselves and our 
posterity.” 
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ENERGY 


Courtesy of Obama 
EPA's War on Coal 
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As Obama’s EPA institutes new regulations on coal-fired 
power plants, the number of operating plants will steadily 
dwindle, causing increased costs and job loss. 


by William F. Jasper 


“So if somebody wants to build a coal- 
powered plant, they can. It’s just that 
it will bankrupt them because they are 
going to be charged a huge sum for all 
that greenhouse gas that’s being emitted.” 
Candidate Barack Obama, 

San Francisco Chronicle interview, 
January 17, 2008 


“Under my plan of a cap-and-trade sys- 

tem, electricity rates would necessarily 
skyrocket.” 

Candidate Barack Obama, 

Same interview as above 


“We’re going to have to cap the emission 
of greenhouse gasses. That means that 
power plants are going to have to adjust 
how they generate power ... but a lot of 
us who can afford it are going to have to 
pay more per unit of electricity, and that 
means we’re going to have to change our 
light bulbs, we’re going to have to shut the 
lights off in our houses.” 
Candidate Barack Obama, 
Iowa PBS interview, November 9, 2007 


lectricity rates are indeed set to sky- 
rocket, as Barack Obama predicted 
back in 2008, while he was still a 
freshman Senator and ambitiously aspiring 
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to White House occupancy. The Obama ad- 
ministration’s new Environmental Protection 
Agency regulations on coal-fired electrical 
power generation, if allowed to go into ef- 
fect, will mean that even a lot of us who can’t 
afford it will “have to pay more per unit of 
electricity.” But the pain will be much more 
severe than merely having to change our 
light bulbs. 


If Congress doesn’t act to rein in the EPA’s 
all-out war on coal, we will all be paying 
much higher electrical rates — and higher 
prices for just about everything else, since 
virtually everything we eat, drink, wear, 
and use requires energy for production and 
transportation. Thousands of coal-mining 
jobs are on the chopping block, of course, 
but hundreds of thousands of other jobs 
spread across all sectors of our economy 
are on the same chopping block. For busi- 
nesses that are struggling to remain viable 
in this ongoing recession, energy costs are 
critical and even a slight uptick in rates can 
be the straw that breaks the camel’s back. 

The billions of dollars in compliance 
costs that the Environmental Protection 
Agency is mandating for coal-fired elec- 
trical plants will be that straw for many 
businesses, as those costs get passed on. 
Dozens of power plants, however, are sim- 
ply shutting down; the costs of compliance 
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“All-of-the-above strategy”: President 
Obama delivers an energy address in Florida 
to University of Miami students on February 
23, 2012. 


are simply too high. So, another pain we 
may soon experience is an increase in roll- 
ing brownouts and blackouts. 

In July 2011, Georgia Power Company 
announced that it would be closing three 
coal-fired power plants over the next two 
years, due to the EPA’s new regulations. 

“Georgia gets more than half its energy 
from coal, and Georgia Power gets 60 
percent or more from coal,” noted Benita 
Dodd, vice president of the Georgia Public 
Policy Foundation. “So this is going to be- 
come a very expensive venture for Georgia 
ratepayers.” Georgia electricity custom- 
ers will be socked by a formidable one- 
two economic punch, Dodd explained. 
“The closures are going to hurt ratepay- 
ers now, but the regulations are going to 
hurt when they’re implemented,’ Dodd 
said. “These regulations are indefensible, 
they’re unnecessary, and they’re incred- 
ibly expensive.” 

The same grim scenario is rolling out 
across much of the nation. “The impact of 
these EPA rules will be felt most severely 
in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, which together 
account for more than a fourth of all U.S. 
manufacturing,” writes Paul Driessen, in 
his 2001 report, The EPA’s Unrelenting 
Power Grab, published by the Commit- 
tee for a Constructive Tomorrow. “These 
states,’ notes Driessen “rely on coal to 
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Total MW taken offline: 33,238 


That’s nearly 10% of our coal energy 
capacity — GONE. Each red dot means 


less energy for the U.S. economy. 


generate 65-92% of their electricity, 
which keeps costs down for hundreds of 
companies that remain competitive nation- 
ally and internationally primarily because 
they can utilize energy-intensive industrial 
boilers, furnaces and electrical machinery, 
to boost their productivity per worker- 
hour: 6.9 to 9.4 cents per kilowatt-hour in 
those six states, versus 11 to 17 cents per 
kWh in states that generate 1-30% of their 
electricity with coal.” 

In December 2011, the Associated Press 
reported that “32 mostly coal-fired power 
plants in a dozen states will be forced to 
shut down and an additional 36 might have 
to close because of new federal air pollu- 
tion regulations.” The AP also published a 
list of the plants that would be shuttered. 
However, that list quickly became obso- 
lete; as utilities crunched the numbers and 
surveyed the costs, more began throwing 
in the towel. 


Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.), ranking 
member of the Senate Environment & Pub- 
lic Works Committee, condemned EPA’s at- 
tack on coal in unsparing terms. “It’s hard to 
imagine that the Obama EPA is announcing 
a massive energy tax today on Americans at 
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a time when they are already reeling from 
skyrocketing gas prices,” Inhofe stated. “So 
much for President Obama’s claims to be 
for an ‘all-of-the-above’ approach — these 
regulations are designed specifically to kill 
coal in American electricity generation, 
which will significantly raise energy prices 
on American families. This plan is the most 
devastating installment of the Obama ad- 
ministration’s war on affordable energy: 
it achieves their cap-and-trade agenda 
through regulation instead of legislation.” 

The regulations to which Inhofe, Dries- 
sen, Dodd, and other critics are referring is 
actually a series of three EPA policy edicts 
unleashed by the Obama administration 
that include a huge array of complex man- 
dates. They are: 

¢ The Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 
(CSAPR), which requires 27 states to re- 
duce power plant emissions of sulfur diox- 
ide (SO) and nitrogen oxides (NO,) from 
power plants in Eastern states in an effort 
supposedly to improve ozone and fine 
particulate air quality in other downwind 
states. Under CSAPR, EPA set new limits 
on SO, and NO, emissions for each state 
beginning in 2012. The limits tighten in 
some states in 2014. 

¢ Utility MACT, which requires strin- 
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gent new standards for removing mercury 
and other hazardous wastes. 

¢ Policies to regulate coal combustion 
residuals (CCR) under the Resource Con- 
servation and Recovery Act and to regu- 
late cooling water intake under Section 
316(b) of the Clean Water Act. 

¢ Carbon dioxide regulations requir- 
ing new coal plants to produce no more 
than 1,000 pounds of CO, per megawatt 
of electricity. 

The first three policies outlined above 
are aimed at killing off existing coal-fired 
plants; the fourth policy, on CO,, aims at 
killing new coal-fired plants before they 
can be born. 

A study released in September 2011 
by National Economic Research Associ- 
ates, Inc. (NERA) paints a very harrowing 
picture of the impact of the EPA rules on 
existing coal plants. The study concluded: 


Over the period from 2012 to 2020, 
about 183,000 jobs per year are pre- 
dicted to be lost on net.... The cu- 
mulative effects mean that over the 
period from 2012 to 2020, about 1.65 
million job-years of employment 
would be lost. U.S. GDP would be 
reduced by $29 billion each year on 
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Rogue agency: EPA 
Administrator Lisa 
Jackson speaks 
during an interview 
with the Associated 
Press in her office at 
EPA headquarters in 
Washington on 
February 17, 2009. 


average over this period, with a cu- 
mulative loss from 2012 to 2020 of 
$190 billion (2010$). U.S. disposable 
personal income would be reduced 
by $34 billion each year on average 
over this period, with a cumulative 
loss from 2012 to 2020 of $222 bil- 
lion (2010$). 


And those are conservative estimates; the 
NERA economists note that they do not 
consider several other variables that would 
likely drive the total costs and losses higher. 

Those figures also do not include the 
costs that the EPA’s CO) rules will impose 
on future energy production. 

This being an election year, and with en- 
ergy prices being a major campaign issue, 
it is not surprising that the Obama admin- 
istration is trying to portray the onerous 
new regulations as moderate, sensible, and 
flexible. “Today we’re taking a common- 
sense step to reduce pollution in our air, 
protect the planet for our children, and 
move us into a new era of American en- 
ergy,” said EPA Administrator Lisa Jack- 
son in her March 27 statement announcing 
the CO, mandates. “We’re putting in place 
a standard that relies on the use of clean, 
American made technology to tackle a 
challenge that we can’t leave to our kids 
and grandkids.” 

Jackson concluded her statement with 
the incredible assertion that “EPA does 
not project additional cost for industry to 
comply with this standard.” 

Environmental extremists have greeted 
all of the EPA’s attacks on coal, and espe- 
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cially its CO, regulations, with jubilation 
because they believe (the administration’s 
current rhetoric notwithstanding) these 
will prove to be lethal blows to coal, the 
ultimate villain d’jour of those who iden- 
tify themselves as “greens.” Sierra Club 
Executive Director Michael Brune is over- 
joyed that the EPA’s CO, rule would make 
it “nearly impossible to build a new coal 
plant,’ apparently agreeing (for once) with 
the American Public Power Association, 
which claims the new mandate will “kill 
coal going forward.” 

“EPA’s action will effectively ban the 
construction of new coal-fired power 
plants,” says Dr. Bonner Cohen, senior 
policy analyst with the Committee for a 
Constructive Tomorrow. He explains why 
that is: 


Under the rule, no new power plant 
will be allowed to emit more than 
1,000 pounds of carbon dioxide per 
megawatt of electricity produced. 
On average, U.S. coal plants emit 
1,768 pounds of CO, per megawatt 
of electricity. The rule requires fu- 
ture plants to use as yet non-existent 
carbon capture and control technolo- 
gies to cut their emissions to the new 
standard. With no technology avail- 
able to bring down CO, emissions to 
the new standard, EPA, in the name 
of combating climate change, is ef- 
fectively telling the coal industry, 
which produces 55 percent of our 
nation’s electricity, that its days are 
numbered. 


Striking his best moderate-sensible-flex- 
ible pose, President Obama stated, in his 
February 23, 2012 Miami speech on ener- 
gy, that “we’ve got to have a sustained, all- 
of-the-above strategy that develops every 
available source of American energy. Yes, 
oil and gas, but also wind and solar and 
nuclear and biofuels, and more.” 

Whether the President’s omission of coal 
in that equation was intentional or a Freud- 
ian slip, it is clear that his administration 
does indeed have coal in the crosshairs — 
and it is firing one shot after another into 
its intended victim. That is a terrible crime 
because it is killing our economy as well as 
killing some of our best prospects for mov- 
ing toward energy independence, prosper- 
ity, and fuller employment. 

In our March 19, 2012 cover story, 
“Coal: The Rock That Burns,” Ed Hiserodt 
provides a detailed report on the enormous 
current and potential benefits that our mas- 
sive coal deposits offer, noting that the Unit- 
ed States “is considered by many geologists 
as the ‘Saudi Arabia’ of coal.” He writes: 


The Energy Information Agency re- 
ports the United States has a Demon- 
strated Reserve Base of 496 billion 
short tons of coal, of which 272 bil- 
lion tons are considered recoverable 
with current technology. With U.S. 
usage at 1.1 billion tons per year, 
we have about 250 years’ supply at 
the present rate of consumption. But 
as with other energy resources — 
though we use millions of tons of 
coal — reserves rise each year as new 
coal seams are located. 


Coal, Hiserodt points out, “provides life- 
saving and life-enhancing energy for 
America.” It is, he notes, “a resource that 
is proven and available. We should be very 
thankful for this energy miracle that pro- 
vides us comfort, improves our health, and 
gives us more years to enjoy the blessings 
of life.” 

However, the Obama administration 
seems to be packed with activists who are 
pathologically obsessed with obstructing 
our ability to utilize this “miracle rock.” 
At the same time, the EPA radicals are also 
throwing roadblocks in the way of our ac- 
cess to, and use of, oil, natural gas, uranium, 
and every other viable form of energy. 
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Race-baiter Al Sharpton, who threatened to unleash civil 
disobedience if shooter George Zimmerman was not arrested 
speaks at a Florida rally demanding justice for Trayvon Martin. 


The Exploitation 


Though the details behind the shooting of black teen Trayvon Martin are murky, race- 
baiters and other demagogues are using the incident to further their agendas. 


by Alex Newman 


he killing of Trayvon Martin in 

Sanford, Florida, went largely un- 

noticed outside of Central Florida 
for weeks. But when the national press 
got a hold of the story, political oppor- 
tunists and professional race-hatred prof- 
iteers jumped all over it. Since then, the 
tragedy has dominated headlines around 
the world. And the fallout has taken a 
heavy toll on the nation. 

While shooter George Zimmerman 
had not even been charged with a crime 
until mid-April, prior to then, much of 
the establishment media — sometimes 
using blatant deception, as in the case 
of NBC editing Zimmerman’s 911 call 
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to make it sound as if he targeted Mar- 
tin because of his race — had already 
all but determined that he was guilty of 
murder. Blasting the police, capitalism, 
white people, self-defense laws, and 
more, virulent racists of all colors and 
expert race agitators shamelessly piled 
on. Polls showed America was deeply 
divided — a survey released by Reuters 
April 12, for instance, revealed that more 
than 90 percent of blacks thought Martin 
was unjustly killed, while just over a third 
of whites thought so. 

Even though the public did not have the 
facts in the case, the political opportunism 
was made easier by shameful demagogu- 
ery in the media and among divisive “ac- 
tivists.” From the local to the international 


level, public figures threw fuel on the fire 
— often revealing their own ignorance in 
the process. And a broad assortment of 
special interest groups, including anti-gun 
zealots, hatemongers, and advocates of 
increasingly centralized power, seized the 
moment. The available facts, meanwhile, 
were largely overlooked. 


On February 26, after buying some 
candy at a convenience store, Martin, a 
black 17-year-old, was walking to the 
house where his father was staying in a 
gated community. The residential com- 
plex had recently experienced a series 
of burglaries, so residents were on high 
alert. Neighborhood Watch captain Zim- 
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Media used the 2005 mugshot of George Zimmerman (left) despite a more recent one (middle) offering a different view, while using a years- 
old picture of Trayvon Martin (right) to mold public opinion. 


merman became suspicious when he ob- 
served a rather large character wearing a 
hoodie walking, according to his account, 
erratically down the street. He called po- 
lice to report it. 

“We’ve had some break-ins in my 
neighborhood and there’s a real suspicious 
guy,” Zimmerman told the 911 dispatcher. 
“This guy looks like he’s up to no good 
or he’s on drugs or something. It’s rain- 
ing and he’s just walking around looking 
about.” When the dispatcher asked about 
the suspicious man’s race, Zimmerman 
responded: “He looks black.” 

According to Zimmerman, Martin 
began walking toward him with his hands 
in his waist band. “Something’s wrong 
with him. Yep, he’s coming to check me 
out,” Zimmerman told the 911 dispatcher. 
“He’s got something in his hands. I don’t 
know what his deal is.’ However, Martin 
then went the other direction, according to 
Zimmerman, and Zimmerman eventually 
told the dispatcher he was walking back to 
his truck to meet police. 

What happened next remains disputed. 
The dispatcher asked whether Zimmer- 
man was following the suspicious person. 
When he said yes, the dispatcher respond- 
ed by saying: “OK, we don’t need you 
to do that.” According to some available 
evidence, Zimmerman may have pursued 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Martin anyway — at least for a while. 
Zimmerman, however, said he stopped 
following Martin, lost track of him, and 
was on his way to meet law enforcement. 

Suddenly, according to Zimmerman, 
Martin appeared and attacked him — al- 
legedly breaking his nose, smashing his 
head on the pavement, trying to take his 
gun, and making threats. Somebody — 
prosecutors say it was Martin, but other 
sources including police and witnesses 
said it was Zimmerman — screamed for 
help. Nobody responded to break up the 
fight. 

Witnesses, however, said they did see 
part of what happened. And their state- 
ments played a key role in the original 
decision not to take Zimmerman into cus- 
tody. “The guy on the bottom who had a 
red sweater on was yelling to me: ‘help, 
help!’” a man at the scene named “John,” 
who did not want to be identified by his 
full name, told a local Fox af- 
filiate. Zimmerman was wear- 
ing red that night. 

In the midst of the scuffle, 
Martin ended up being fatally 
shot in the chest. “When I got 
upstairs and looked down, the 
guy who was on top beating 
up the other guy was the one 
laying in the grass, and I be- 


lieve he was dead at that point,” the wit- 
ness explained. Other witnesses offered 
similar accounts, according to police. 

Zimmerman was taken in for question- 
ing after receiving first aid at the scene, but 
he was not charged with a crime and was 
released soon afterward. Sanford Police 
Chief Bill Lee said physical evidence at 
the scene and witness testimony gathered 
during a “fair investigation” supported 
Zimmerman’s version of events — essen- 
tially that he responded to being attacked 
and shot in self-defense. 


Zimmerman: Much has been written 
about Zimmerman, 28, and his character 
— and even more about his race and al- 
leged racism. The son of a white father 
and a Hispanic mother, Zimmerman was 
at first consistently characterized in the 
press as “white.’ When it emerged that 


Sanford Police Chief Bill Lee said 
physical evidence at the scene and 


witness testimony gathered during a “fair 
investigation” supported Zimmerman’s 
version of events. 
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his mother was from South America, 
Zimmerman quickly became, in the press 
at least, “white Hispanic” — a nonsensi- 
cal term that if applied to Obama, for ex- 
ample, would make him the first “white 
black” President. Nonetheless, Zimmer- 
man’s race has attracted a great deal of 
scrutiny as collectivists sought to classify 
him as a member of a “group” to advance 
the race-based narrative. The agenda had 
been set. 

But was he really racist? Zimmerman’s 
phone call to law enforcement, released 
by the police department, sparked some 
accusations that he might have possibly 
uttered a derogatory term for blacks muf- 
fled under his breath. However, analysts 
dispute that interpretation, and the audio 
tape is not clear even after being profes- 
sionally enhanced in a studio. 

Meanwhile, people who know Zim- 
merman — his family, friends, attorney, 
and others in the neighborhood — cat- 
egorically denied that he harbored any 
racist sentiments at all. The black mother 
of a young teen Zimmerman was mentor- 
ing, for example, did not believe he held 
secret racial animosity. Several reports 
have noted that Zimmerman, an ardent 
law-enforcement enthusiast, even raised 
money for a black church. He also helped 
lead protests when the white son of a po- 
lice officer was not charged for beating 
up a homeless black man. 

The press looked into Zimmerman’s 
past and discovered that he had been ar- 
rested in 2005 for resisting arrest and bat- 
tery on a police officer, supposedly for 
pushing an officer who was questioning 
his friend. Zimmerman said he did not 
know the man was a police officer, and 
the charges were eventually reduced, and 
then dropped. Later that year, his ex-fi- 
ancée sought a restraining order alleging 
domestic violence, saying Zimmerman 
had shoved her during an argument. Zim- 
merman filed his own allegations claim- 
ing that the woman had been violent, and 
both restraining orders were eventually 
granted. 

Martin: As the shooting soared to na- 
tional notoriety, Zimmerman support- 
ers and independent investigators seized 
on information about Martin’s character 
to put together a profile on him. People 
scoured through his Twitter postings, his 
school records, and more. According to 
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Controversial and race-obsessed 
Attorney General Eric Holder 
promised to use any evidence 

of potential “hate” to make the 
Florida shooting a federal issue 
even while refusing to prosecute 
black racists. 


AP Images 


media reports, a white supremacist even 
hacked his e-mail account in search of in- 
formation that might make him look bad. 

More than a few analysts attempted to 
paint a picture of Martin as a sort of wan- 
na-be gangster involved in selling drugs. 
Photos of Martin’s “grill” — gold plating 
on his teeth — helped drive the narrative, 
as did his Twitter account with the user 
name “NO_LIMIT_N****” (derogatory 
term for blacks blanked out). His social- 
networking posts were often filled with 
expletives and occasionally referenced 
violence and drug use. 

It emerged later that Martin was on sus- 
pension from school after being caught 
with a small bag containing marijuana 
residue. Some reports even suggested he 
had been suspected of theft and vandalism. 
Overall, however, commentators largely 
agreed that Martin was a fairly ordinary 
kid — perhaps slightly troubled, as many 
adolescents are before fully growing up. 
He was reportedly planning to go to col- 
lege before his life was cut short that rainy 
February evening. 


The mainstream press seized on the story 
and painted a severely misleading picture 
of what happened that night. Zimmerman 


was portrayed as a racist vigilante lunatic 
who was out hunting an innocent black 
boy. Nearly every news outlet publicized 
years-old pictures of Martin, making him 
look like a child. The photo of Zimmer- 
man, on the other hand, was a mugshot 
taken when he was arrested in 2005. (And 
to be fair to news organizations, these 
were the only two photos of Zimmerman 
and Martin available at one of the nation’s 
largest photo providers: AP Images.) And 
the images undoubtedly helped shape pub- 
lic opinion in the early phases of the scan- 
dal over the shooting. 

Much of the press rushed to judgment 
and participated in the scandalous cover- 
age. NBC, however, got caught in what 
was likely the most extraordinary manip- 
ulation of evidence: editing out the 911 
dispatcher’s question about the suspicious 
person’s race, making it appear as though 
Zimmerman had mentioned that Martin 
was black for no obvious reason. 

NBC’s edited version of the transcript 
was as follows: 

Zimmerman: “This guy looks like he’s 
up to no good. He looks black.” 

The actual transcript of Zimmerman’s 
call to the 911 dispatcher actually dimin- 
ished claims that his actions were racially 
motivated: 

Zimmerman: “This guy looks like he’s 
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up to no good. Or he’s on drugs or some- 
thing. It’s raining and he’s just walking 
around, looking about.” 

Dispatcher: “OK, and this guy — is he 
black, white or Hispanic?” 

Zimmerman: “He looks black.” 

The network fired the producer and apol- 
ogized, but the damage had already been 
done. Even the establishment media was 
eventually forced to criticize the deception. 

Of course, it was not just the media 
stirring up hatred and unrest. Sensing op- 
portunity, shameless agitators of all stripes 
joined in. The usual suspects — race hate- 
mongers Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson, 
for example — descended on Sanford 
to whip up a mob, making demands and 
threats as if Zimmerman had already been 
tried and convicted. Sharpton threatened 
to unleash civil disobedience. Jackson, 
meanwhile, absurdly claimed that “blacks 
are under attack.” 

Incredibly, even President Obama made 
race-oriented comments on the case. “If 
I had a son, he would look like Trayvon 
Martin,” he said during a press conference, 
further inflaming an already-tense situa- 
tion with what critics called senseless and 
wildly inappropriate remarks. 
Swarms of federal agents in- 
vaded Sanford in search of 
“hate” evidence, too. 

“Many of you are greatly — 
and rightly — concerned about 
the recent shooting death of 
Trayvon Martin,” opined At- 
torney General Eric Holder in 
a speech before Al Sharpton’s 
“National Action Network.” 
“If we find evidence of a po- 
tential federal criminal civil 
rights crime, we will take 
appropriate action.” Holder, 
of course, famously blamed 
racism for the ongoing inves- 
tigation into his deadly gun- 
trafficking scandal “Fast and 
Furious,” while attracting sig- 
nificant criticism after drop- 
ping a voter intimidation case 
against the New Black Panther 
Party. 

As if improper federal in- 
volvement in the case were 
not enough — homicide and 
murder are state issues — the 
United Nations’ ironically ti- 
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tled “High Commissioner for 
Human Rights” jumped on 
the bandwagon in April. The 
UN “Human Rights Coun- 
cil,’ of course, is composed 
of some of the most brutal 
and barbaric dictatorships 
in existence: The tyrannical 
regimes ruling over Cuba, 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Uganda, 
and mainland China, for example, are all 
represented. 

“As High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, I call for an immediate investiga- 
tion,” Navi Pillay, a South African, told the 
press, apparently unaware that local, state, 
and federal investigations were already 
well under way to determine the facts in 
the case. “Justice must be done for the 
victim.” 

“It’s not just this individual case. It 
calls into question the delivery of justice 
in all situations like this,’ she continued, 
criticizing Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” 
law allowing would-be victims to defend 
themselves and expressing shock that 
Zimmerman had not been arrested. “The 
law should operate equally in respect of 


Trayvon Martin’s parents, Tracy Martin and Sybrina Fulton, 
participated in the “Million Hoodie March” in New York for their 
son, who was wearing a hoodie when he was shot. 


The press looked into Zimmerman’s past 
and discovered that he had been arrested 


in 2005 for resisting arrest and battery on 
a police officer, supposedly for pushing 
an officer. 


all violations.... I will be awaiting an in- 
vestigation and prosecution and trial and 
of course reparations for the victims con- 
cerned.” Critics ridiculed and blasted the 
remarks. 


Even as multiple investigations were on- 
going, protesters across America gathered 
to demand Zimmerman’s arrest and pros- 
ecution for murder. Trouble was brewing. 
In late March in South Florida, a group 
of dozens of young protesters purporting 
to seek “Justice for Trayvon” ransacked a 
store. Movie director Spike Lee tweeted an 
address he believed to be the shooter’s in 
what analysts interpreted as a call to vigi- 
a 
Coron 
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The usual suspects — race hate- 
mongers Al Sharpton and Jesse 


Jackson, for example — descended 
on Sanford to whip up a mob, making 
demands and threats as if Zimmerman 
had already been tried and convicted. 


lante violence. (The address was incorrect, 
and the elderly couple at the address re- 
ceived threats.) Across America, vandalism 
variously praising and blasting Zimmerman 
began to appear. From Ohio to Florida, sev- 
eral alleged beatings of whites by young 
blacks shouting “Trayvon” were reported, 
too. And on April 9, six shots were fired 
into an empty police cruiser in the neigh- 
borhood where Martin was killed. 

Sanford Mayor Jeff Triplett said the town 
had become a “kindling box.” Protesters 
seeking Zimmerman’s arrest even closed 
down the police department by blocking 
the door. Law-enforcement officials, how- 
ever, noted the same day that there had not 
been indications of real violence and that 
protests had been peaceful so far. 

Racists: Meanwhile, black and white 
racist groups, including the New Black 
Panther Party (NBPP) and the “National 


Socialist Movement” (NSM) 
— both believed to be infiltrated 
by federal agencies — used the 
turmoil too, claiming to be pre- 
paring for an all-out “race war.” 
As self-styled “civil rights” ac- 
tivists turned up the rhetoric, 
they were soon joined by scores 
of virulent racists. (Their words 
only serve to exacerbate what- 
ever racial tensions exist and 
provide a rationale for federal intervention.) 
The NBPP offered a $10,000 “bounty” 
for Zimmerman’s capture, demanded that 
blacks go out and find him, and distrib- 
uted “Wanted — Dead or Alive” posters 
throughout the area. 

Leaders of the group — which ac- 
cording to experts has been improperly 
shielded from prosecution by the Obama 
administration — were even caught dur- 
ing a conference call advocating a “race 
war,” “revolution,” “bloodshed,” and the 
murder of whites. White racists in the 
NSM responded with a call to arms, too. 
The NBPP, the NSM, and their affiliates 
all came under fire for openly proclaiming 
that a “race war” was coming and that they 
intended to participate in the slaughter. 
Residents were obviously alarmed, and 
more calls for “hate crimes” prosecutions 
went up. But tensions only grew. 
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In a recording of the NBPP conference 
call obtained by the conservative media 
service Breitbart.com, leaders of the 
NBPP black supremacist group described 
their preparations for imminent “blood- 
shed.” One activist participating in the 
call advocated the complete destruction 
of capitalism and “class structure,” urging 
other members to begin stockpiling mili- 
tary weaponry and start training to use it. 

“Black power! I just wanna say to all 
the listeners that’s on this phone call: If 
you are having any doubts about getting 
suited, booted, and armed up for this race 
war that we in, that has never ended, let 
me tell you something, the things that’s 
about to happen to these honkies, these 
crackers, these [police] pigs, these pink 
people, these ***** ****** nurple peo- 
ple, it has been long overdue,” said a 
woman who identified herself as NBPP 
Tampa chapter “Chief of Staff’ Michelle 
Williams. 

Another call participant then spoke 
of blood and revolution. “We gotta suit 
up and boot up, and get prepared for the 
war that we’re in,” said the man, identi- 
fied in a recording of the call as “Nation 
Spokesman of the New Black Panther 
Party” Chawn Kweli. “This stuff got to 
boil over, and all your greats talked about 
there having to be bloodshed involved 
with revolution — true revolu- 
tion means some bloodshed.... 
We gotta go through it.... We’re 
talking about some blood. We’re 
going to have to cause some 
blood and go through some 
blood and battles.” 

Petitioners, activists, and 
shooter George Zimmerman’s 
family all called on race-ob- 
sessed Attorney General Hol- 
der to arrest and prosecute the 
NBPP leadership involved in 
inciting violence. “I am writ- 
ing you to ask you why, when 
the law of the land is crystal 
clear, is your office not arrest- 
ing the New Black Panthers for 


New Black Panthers Party 
members, who claimed to be ina 
“race war,” shout “black power” 

in front of the Sanford Police 
Department during an NAACP rally 
for Trayvon Martin. 
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hate crimes?” an unidentified member of 
Zimmerman’s family wrote in a letter to 
Holder. “I would surmise that, based on 
your own definition of a hate crime, you 
have chosen not to arrest these individu- 
als based solely on your race.” 

On the other side, white supremacists 
claimed to be organizing “armed patrols” 
to supposedly “defend whites.” The neo- 
Nazi group NSM, long known to be filled 
with federal agents — or government 
agents provocateurs, as some analysts 
characterize them — made public state- 
ments suggesting that it, too, was planning 
to parade around Florida in anticipation of 
a “race war.” 

“The NSM does not disagree with the 
Panthers on the matter of Racial separa- 
tion, however their ability to openly and 
very publicly break the law and avoid 
prosecution is something that is of grave 
concern to the White Community,” so- 
called NSM “Commander” Jeff Schoep 
wrote in a statement posted online, claim- 
ing his “patrols” would be operating with- 
in the law. “As citizens and neighbors dis- 
solve along Racial lines, the possibility of 
further Racial violence in the Melting Pot 
is brimming over like a powder keg ready 
to explode into the streets.” 

The self-styled “Commander” told the 
Miami New Times that the group’s armed 
“patrols” consisted of 10 to 20 “volun- 
teers” from around the state, though it re- 
mains unclear whether there really were 
any white supremacists on patrol. “We are 
not advocating any type of violence or at- 
tacks on anybody, but we are prepared for 
it,’ he was quoted as saying. “We are not 
the type of white people who are going to 
be walked all over.” 

Guns: Beyond white and black so- 
cialist racists calling for war, other anti- 
liberty activists, meanwhile, shamelessly 
blamed their political opponents for the 
killing. “This tragic shooting represents 
the National Rifle Association’s vision for 
America,” claimed Brady Campaign boss 
Dan Gross in a statement. “Trayvon’s life 
has been lost not because of an accident, 
but because of the easy access to a gun by 
a violent person permitted by a state with 
weak gun laws.” 

Others attacked the right to self-defense 
itself. More than a few political opportun- 
ists, for example, used the tragedy to at- 
tack the popular “Stand Your Ground” 
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Race-hatred profiteer Jesse Jackson, who claimed blacks were under attack, speaks after an 
NAACP march in Sanford demanding justice for Trayvon Martin. 


law. The legislation, signed into law by 
then-Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, protects peo- 
ple acting in self-defense. Nearly every 
media outlet prefaced mentions of the law 
— which exists in some 20 states and was 
enacted with broad public support — by 
calling it “controversial.” 

The law, however, simply recognizes 
the long-standing right to defend one’s 
self in the face of attack. “A person who 
is not engaged in an unlawful activity ... 
has no duty to retreat and has the right to 
stand his or her ground and meet force 
with force, including deadly force if he or 
she reasonably believes it is necessary to 
do so to prevent death or great bodily harm 
to himself or herself or another or to pre- 
vent the commission of a forcible felony,” 
the law states. 

The Governor of Florida responded 
to the manufactured controversy by cre- 
ating a “task force” to examine the law. 
And anti-self-defense extremists in the 
state and across America — as well as 
some prosecutors paid by taxpayers to 
enforce the law — even began pushing 
to have “Stand Your Ground” undone. 


“T think it’s a poorly written law that’s 
had some consequences that people are 
just starting to figure out,” claimed Art 
Hayhoe, executive director of the anti- 
Second Amendment group Floridians for 
Gun Safety. “This case is a classic case of 
what’s wrong with ‘Stand Your Ground.’ 
We’re going for repeal.” 

Meanwhile, special committees and task- 
forces started investigating a range of laws 
and issues to determine whether anything 
should change. Lawmakers in Congress 
were working on a range of different un- 
constitutional bills dealing with everything 
from state self-defense laws to local neigh- 
borhood watch programs. And experts say 
there will undoubtedly be some legal fall- 
out in the aftermath of the shooting. 


Charges and Justice 

On April 11, Florida Special Prosecutor 
Angela Corey announced that Zimmerman 
was being charged with second-degree 
murder. Even advocates of his immediate 
arrest and prosecution were surprised by 
the severity of the charges. If convicted, he 
could face 25 years to life in prison. How- 
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In Florida, the law allows somebody 


claiming self-defense to make his case 


before a judge. If the judge believes 
the preponderance of evidence — a 
lower standard than juries’ “beyond 
reasonable doubt” — shows the sho 


was indeed justified under the law, the 


case can be immediately dropped. 


ever, legal experts largely believe murder 
will be hard to prove — if not impossible. 
More than a few analysts suggested the 
state was seeking the murder charge to 
make it easier to obtain a plea bargain or 
a conviction for a lesser charge like man- 
slaughter later on. 

The next day, Martin’s mother, Sybrina 
Fulton, suggested that even she realized 
the charges were over the top. “I believe 
it was an accident. I believe that it just 
got out of control and he couldn’t turn the 
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clock back,” she said during 
a TV interview after the mur- 
der charge was announced. 
After the statement was 
picked up by media outlets 
nationwide, however, she 
later “clarified” her remarks. 
a “George Zimmerman stalked 

: my son and murdered him in 
oting cold blood,” she alleged in 
the statement, almost cer- 
tainly under pressure from 
her attorney and the hate- 
mongers who staked their 
embattled reputations on the case. 

The charge against Zimmerman could 
actually be thrown out before it goes to 
trial. In Florida, the law allows some- 
body claiming self-defense to make his 
case before a judge. If the judge believes 
the preponderance of evidence — a lower 
standard than juries’ “beyond a reason- 
able doubt” — shows the shooting was 
indeed justified under the law, the case 
can be immediately dropped. And more 
than a few legal experts believe that could 


happen in this case. Zimmerman’s ar- 
raignment is scheduled for May 29. 

While the facts are expected to eventual- 
ly come out, some analysts wonder whether 
justice can truly be served at this point. With 
so much hysteria and disinformation hav- 
ing been peddled even by national media 
outlets, numerous experts have suggested 
the possibility of finding an impartial jury 
is probably slim. With the special prosecu- 
tor’s announcement, public calls for disor- 
der have been toned down. But if Zimmer- 
man is eventually cleared of wrongdoing, 
that could all change in an instant. 

Black and white pastors in Florida have 
called for unity and calm — saying the 
issue had nothing to do with race and that 
justice and due process should be allowed 
to work. 

In a press conference in Sanford after 
the charges were announced, the coalition 
of church leaders asked for God’s bless- 
ing and divine assistance in healing the 
community and the nation, and in bring- 
ing everyone together. It is to be hoped 
that those prayers will be answered. 
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The Case for Nullification 


Americans who wish to reverse the growing power of the federal government only 
need to remember that any federal law that is unconstitutional has no legal effect. 


President 
James Madison 


President 
Thomas Jefferson 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


s the United States of America is manipulated 
A closer and closer to an economic and social 
abyss, the concomitant consequences of this 
decline are becoming familiar to all citizens. In fact, 
many of the youth, whose future is being mortgaged by 
those determined to perpetuate never-ending war and 
ever-expanding national debt, are awakening to a sense 
of this dire situation. And they are recurring to the brief 
history of our nation to locate a lever for braking the 
runaway train hurtling toward the ruin of our Republic. 
This generation is subjected as none before them to 
the painful injection of government into every fiber of 
the body politic. On what seems like a daily schedule, 
the Congress passes and the President signs into law 
measures ostensibly permitting the manhandling of 
people at airports, the suspension of the requirements of 
due process, and the monitoring by the never-blinking 
eye of a surveillance state into the virtual and actual 
behavior of anyone believed to one day possibly pose a 
threat to the security of “the homeland.” 

As they sift among the various legal methods avail- 
able to them for the civil combat against economic en- 
slavement and the federal government’s intrusions into 
every aspect of our lives, they have stumbled across a 
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timeless principle of self-defense used by 
our Founding Fathers to fight their own 
battle against the forces of federal op- 
pression — nullification. 

Simply stated, nullification is a concept 
of legal statutory construction that endows 
each state with the right to nullify, or in- 
validate, any federal measure that a state 
deems unconstitutional. Nullification is 
founded on the assertion that the sovereign 
states formed the union, and as creators of 
the compact, they hold ultimate authority 
as to the limits of the power of the central 
government to enact laws that are appli- 
cable to the states and the citizens thereof. 


What the Founders Thought 


Or, as was so authoritatively explained by 
Alexander Hamilton in The Federalist, No. 33: 


If a number of political societies enter into a larger political 
society, the laws which the latter may enact, pursuant to the 
powers intrusted [sic] to it by its constitution, must neces- 
sarily be supreme over those societies and the individuals of 
whom they are composed.... But it will not follow from this 
doctrine that acts of the larger society which are not pursu- 
ant to its constitutional powers, but which are invasions of 
the residuary authorities of the smaller societies, will be- 
come the supreme law of the land. These will be merely 
acts of usurpation, and will deserve to be treated as such. 
[Emphasis in original. ] 


Here, Hamilton (notably one of the Founders often claimed by 
proponents of an all-powerful central government as their philo- 
sophical progenitor) responds to the charges by those opposed 
to the Constitution, particularly in this instance to the clause in 
Article VI known as the “Supremacy Clause.” This clause reads 
in relevant part: “This Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof ... shall be the 
supreme Law of the Land.” 

A plain reading of the black letter of this provision leaves no 
doubt that when the federal government acts within the scope of its 
constitutionally established powers, those acts are to be accepted as 
the supreme law of the land. Or as Hamilton expressed in an earlier 
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letter in The Federalist: “The laws of the Confederacy as to the 
enumerated and legitimate objects of its jurisdiction will become 
the SUPREME LAW of the land.” (Emphasis in original.) 

The corollary to this clear statement of constitutional distribu- 
tion of power would be that whenever the federal government 
enacts laws not provided for in the roster of enumerated powers, 
those acts are not laws at all. Instead, they are “merely acts of 
usurpations” and do not merit the respect and adherence due to 
other, constitutionally sound measures. Put simply, acts of Con- 
gress are the supreme law of the land if they are made in pursu- 
ance of its constitutional powers, not in defiance thereof. 

As if the foregoing weren’t sufficient evidence of the Founders’ 
view on not only the proper role of the federal government, but of 
the adherence due to any act perpetrated by it that reaches beyond 
its limited constitutional grasp, Hamilton wrote very plainly in 
The Federalist, No. 78: “There is no position which depends on 
clearer principles, than that every act of a delegated authority con- 
trary to the tenor of the commission under which it is exercised, 
is void. No legislative act, therefore, contrary to the constitution, 
can be valid.” 


Nullification in Action 

Nowhere is the concept and application of nullification more 
firmly secured to sure footings of constitutionality and morality 
than in the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of 1798 and 1799. 

The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions were terse statements 
written in 1798 and 1799 proposing the proper response by states 
to the passage by the federal government of the Alien and Se- 
dition Acts. The drafters of these resolves insisted that as the 
powers to be exercised by the federal government under the au- 
thority of the Alien and Sedition Acts were not given to it in the 
Constitution, the legislatures of the several states had not only the 
right but the moral and legal obligation to disregard these acts 
and brand them as unconstitutional. 

After their distribution among the various state governments, 
it was revealed that the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions were 
in truth the product of a collaboration by Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison. Jefferson penned the former while Madison 
wrote the latter. 

Although branded by some advocates of a stronger central 
government as the “infernal plan of exciting insurrections and tu- 
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mults,” as one can see from the arguments laid out over a decade 
earlier in the Federalist Papers, these measures were nothing more 
radical or incendiary than a restatement of well-settled tenets of 
constitutional federalism. As Thomas E. Woods wrote in his in- 
estimable analysis of states’ rights, Nullification: How to Resist 
Federal Tyranny in the 21st Century, in the Kentucky Resolution: 


Jefferson was merely building upon an existing line of po- 
litical thought dating back to Virginia’s ratifying conven- 
tion and even into the colonial period. Consequently, an 
idea that may strike us as radical today was well within the 
mainstream of Virginian political thought when Jefferson 
introduced it. 


In order to appreciate the simplicity and sensibility of the pro- 
posed nullification of any federal act expanding upon the slate of 
its specifically delegated powers, one need only read a sample of 
the resolutions comprising these proposals. 

Kentucky’s Resolution | declares: 


That the several states composing the United States of Amer- 
ica are not united on the principle of unlimited submission 
to their general government; but that, by compact, under the 
style and title of a Constitution for the United States, and of 
amendments thereto, they constituted a general government 
for special purposes, delegated to that government certain 
definite powers, reserving, each state to itself, the residuary 
mass of right to their own self-government; and that when- 
soever the general government assumes undelegated pow- 
ers, its acts are unauthoritative, void, and of no force; that to 
this compact each state acceded as a state, and is an integral 
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party, its co-States forming, as to itself, the other party; that 
this government, created by this compact, was not made the 
exclusive or final judge of the extent of the powers delegated 
to itself, since that would have made its discretion, and not 
the Constitution, the measure of its powers; but that, as in all 
other cases of compact among powers having no common 
judge, each party has an equal right to judge for itself, as 
well of infractions as of the mode and measure of redress. 


The second of the Kentucky Resolutions was intended to specifi- 
cally set forth the legal and constitutional basis for the denial to 
the Congress of the power to punish crimes not explicitly listed 
in the Constitution. Congress had assumed this authority, so Jef- 
ferson averred, by passing various of the provisions of the Alien 
and Sedition Acts, which were signed into law by John Adams. 
Of particular importance is the reliance of this provision on the 
10th Amendment. Resolution 2 states: 


That the Constitution of the United States, having delegated 
to Congress a power to punish treason, counterfeiting the se- 
curities and current coin of the United States, piracies, and 
felonies committed on the high seas, and offenses against the 
law of nations, and no other crimes, whatsoever; and it being 
true as a general principle, and one of the amendments to the 
Constitution having also declared, that “the powers not del- 
egated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to 
the people,” therefore the act of Congress, passed on the 14th 
day of July, 1798, and intitled [sic] “An Act in addition to the 
act intitled [sic] An Act for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States,” as also the act passed by them 
on the — day of June, 1798, intitled [sic] “An Act to pun- 
ish frauds committed on the bank of the United States,’ (and 
all their other acts which assume to create, define, or punish 
crimes, other than those so enumerated in the Constitution,) 
are altogether void, and of no force watsoever [sic]. 


In his resolution (there were two Kentucky Resolutions, but only 
one in the Old Dominion), Madison echoed Jefferson’s reason- 
ing, asserting that the states were justified (in fact, required) in 
serving as arbiters of constitutionality. The Virginia Resolution 
took the additional step of labeling as legitimate the interposi- 
tion of states to the passing by Congress of unconstitutional acts. 
Madison wrote: 


That this Assembly doth explicitly and peremptorily declare, 
that it views the powers of the federal government as re- 
sulting from the compact to which the states are parties, as 
limited by the plain sense and intention of the instrument 
constituting that compact, as no further valid than they are 
authorized by the grants enumerated in that compact; and 
that, in case of a deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exer- 
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cise of other powers, not granted by the said compact, the 
states, who are parties thereto, have the right, and are in 
duty bound, to interpose, for arresting the progress of the 
evil, and for maintaining, within their respective limits, the 
authorities, rights and liberties, appertaining to them. 


Similar Spirit 

Thankfully, the spirit of Jefferson’s and Madison’s resolutions 
lives on in several present-day state legislators. As has been re- 
ported in THE NEw AMERICAN, a handful of state and local law- 
makers have passed resolutions of their own designed to (in some 
degree or another) nullify the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) and its ostensible grant of authority to the President of 
the United States to deploy the military to apprehend and indefi- 
nitely detain American citizens he suspects of posing some sort 
of vaguely defined threat to national security. 

These courageous men and women are motivated by more than 
just a jealousy for the sovereignty of states. They understand that 
there is more at stake than the accurate delineation of borders be- 
tween the jurisdiction of the states and the federal government. In 
statements released by these sponsors of state-sovereignty-saving 
acts, there is expressed an appreciation for the moral obligation 
imposed upon all Americans to steadfastly demand that the fed- 
eral government not exceed its constitutional authority. 

One of these legislators, when interviewed by THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN, explained the source of his insistence on the securing of 
the restraints placed on federal power. Speaking of the eternal 
vigilance that is the price of liberty, Virginia Delegate Bob Mar- 
shall said: 
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You can’t let them get away with exceptions because they 
won’t stop with one. The procedural guarantees for liberty are 
there for a reason. Go back in the New Testament. When the 
Pharisees were trying to find something to charge Christ with, 
they wanted to catch him violating the Mosaic Code, so they 
find a woman who had committed adultery and brought her 
to Christ. We assume that this woman was caught in the act. 
What did Christ do? He wrote in the sand and said, “Which 
of you will accuse her?” This is so important because accord- 
ing to Jewish law, you couldn’t accuse another of a crime 
unless you had clean hands. Any death penalty decree had 
to be in writing and the Pharisees knew it, but thought they 
could get away with violating that provision of the law. Christ 
wrote in the sand, thus fulfilling the requirements of Mosaic 
due process. The Pharisees probably got the message and we 
should too. If Christ, who was God, was concerned about due 
process, we mere humans must be as well. 


Turning to Marshall’s fellow Virginian James Madison, we learn 
that the requirement that the enumeration of powers to the central 
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Delegate Bob Marshall of Virginia is the author of his state’s anti-NDAA bill. HB 1160 forbids 
state law enforcement and agents from participating in the indefinite detention of Virginians 
as permitted by the NDAA. Marshall’s measure defends due process and the sovereignty of 


the Old Dominion. 
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government be rigidly and faithfully observed is not just laudable 
— it is that “which can alone secure its [the Union’s] existence, 
and the public happiness thereon depending.” 

Once it is widely understood that any unconstitutional law 
passed by Congress is without legal effect, then it is easy to ac- 
cept that the states are uniquely situated to perform the function 
described by James Madison in a speech to Congress in 1789: 
“The state legislatures will jealously and closely watch the op- 
eration of this government, and be able to resist with more effect 
every assumption of power than any other power on earth can 
do; and the greatest opponents to a federal government admit 
the state legislatures to be sure guardians of the people’s liberty.” 

Nullification is commendable principally because its persistent 
practice engenders trust between the elected and the electorate 
and encourages the recognition of reliable patterns of interaction 
between the state and local authorities and the federal govern- 
ment. By consistently demanding that Washington confine itself 
to its small sphere of influence, everyone — citizen, state law- 
maker, U.S. President, and Congressman — knows where they 
stand and can act knowing they enjoy the good will of those by 
whom they were chosen to serve. 

If the people will not allow deviance from the terms of the com- 
pact, then legislators at last will be disabused of their commonly 
perceived illusion that the people can be easily lulled into a lethar- 
gic stupor rendering them unwilling and eventually unable to with- 
stand the steady herding of our nation into the corrals of despotism. 

Finally, of all the legal verities and moral virtues of nullifi- 
cation, there is one that sits at the pinnacle 
of them all. Nullification, as defined by Jef- 
ferson and Madison and as being proposed 
and practiced by contemporary Americans, is 
a fail-safe protection of popular sovereignty 
and limited government. Chiefly this is be- 
cause the keys to these fetters are kept by the 
people. 

A growing number of concerned citizens of 
this Republic are no longer willing to recur to 
Congress to repeal unconstitutional laws or 
to file legal complaints in the hope that the 
courts will strike down offensive measures. 
They understand that while perhaps com- 
mendable, these tactics are futile and offer no 
guarantee of the restoration of constitutionally 
ensured freedom. They refuse to wait on this 
or that President, this or that Congressman, 
or this or that political party to acknowledge 
their pleas for relief from federal oppression. 
Instead, they unashamedly will assume their 
right and their duty to derail the “long train 
of abuses and usurpations” and “provide new 
Guards for their future security” — the states 
and themselves. ll 
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Pat Buchanan: 
THE CRUSADER 


One Republican, Patrick Buchanan, has been the 
primary face and voice of cultural conservatism since 
the neoconservative takeover of the Republican Party 


in the early 1990s. 


by James D. Heiser 


The Crusader: The Life and Tumultu- 
ous Times of Pat Buchanan, by Timothy 
Stanley, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 
2012, 455 pages, hardcover. 


s the Republican Party finds 
A itself weighing a series of con- 

tending candidates while os- 
tensibly wrestling over the question of 
whether or not to choose a principled 
conservative or simply to seek “the man 
who can defeat Obama,” a new biography 
of Patrick J. Buchanan offers readers an 
opportunity to reflect on the fate of the 
Republican Party and a conservative can- 
didate at the end of the last century. Tim- 
othy Stanley’s new book, The Crusader: 
The Life and Tumultuous Times of Pat 
Buchanan, is primarily the story of “Pat 
the Candidate”: The author treats his sub- 
ject’s childhood and education, his work 
in the White House for two Presidents, 
and his successful career in print and on 
television, but the heart and soul of The 
Crusader is the image of Pat Buchanan 
leading his “peasant army” and storming 
the gates of Washington’s privileged and 
powerful inner circle. 

It is worth noting that the title of Stan- 
ley’s book — The Crusader — is the 
same as Paul Kengor’s 2006 biography 
of Ronald Reagan — a title that the au- 
thor derived from the way in which the 
Soviets termed America’s 40th President. 
Kengor’s emphasis was on Reagan as a 
“crusader” against a foreign enemy — the 
Soviet Union — while Stanley’s empha- 
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sis is on Pat Buchanan’s travails in 
the “culture war.” For Buchanan, 
the “culture war” was truly a battle 
between two different visions for 
the United States; Stanley heaps 
scorn on those whom he views as 
sham warriors, men such as Bill 
O’Reilly (who he says “urged 
readers to ‘become a cultural 
warrior, which largely involved 
watching his TV show and buying 
his books”) and Sen. Lamar Al- 
exander (R-Tenn.), who was seen 
as “a credible non-Washington 
candidate” but of whom Stanley 
declares, “Alexander was a blank 
canvas; people saw in him what 
they wished.” 

The defining character of the 
entirety of The Crusader is found 
in the first two paragraphs of its 
“Introduction.” First, Stanley 
begins by noting that “Pat Bu- 
chanan’s home is a museum to 
lost causes. In his living room, there is 
a portrait of Robert E. Lee on one wall 
and a painting of himself on another.” In 
the second paragraph, he states: “Advi- 
sor to two presidents, three times presi- 
dential candidate, inventor of right-wing 
TV punditry, Pat Buchanan’s story is the 
story of modern conservatism.” Stanley’s 
characterization of “the story of modern 
conservatism” as bound up with a home 
that is “a museum to lost causes” lends 
The Crusader an air of relationship to the 
late-Sam Francis’ collection of essays, 
Beautiful Losers: Essays on the Failure 
of American Conservatism. The history 
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presented in The Crusader is endurable 
only if one takes to heart the sentiment 
expressed by T.S. Eliot: 


If we take the widest and wisest view 
of a Cause, there is no such thing as a 
Lost Cause, because there is no such 
thing as a Gained Cause. We fight for 
lost causes because we know that our 
defeat and dismay may be the pref- 
ace to our successors’ victory, though 
that victory itself will be temporary; 
we fight rather to keep something 
alive than in the expectation that it 
will triumph. 
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Throughout much of The Crusader, 


the reader is reminded that the most 
damaging opposition to Buchanan’s 


“crusades” did not come from the 
Left, but from neoconservatives and 
Republicans. 


Reading The Crusader, one beholds an 
image of Buchanan’s three presidential 
campaigns as falling into the category 
of a potential “preface to our successors’ 
victory.” Stanley’s last chapter treats Bu- 
chanan’s literary career during the time 
leading up to the emergence of the Tea 
Party. As Stanley observes, it is a time 
when Buchanan’s literary allies — men 
such as Sam Francis and Joe Sobran — 
were pushed into obscurity due, in no 
small part, to the calumny of the neocon- 
servatives, who opposed the agenda of 
Buchanan and likeminded conservatives 
from the early 1990s onward. In fact, 
throughout much of The Crusader, the 
reader is reminded that the most damag- 
ing opposition to Buchanan’s “crusades” 
did not come from the Left, but from neo- 
conservatives and Republicans. 

In The Crusader, the neoconservatives 
enter the story at the conclusion of the 
Cold War. As Stanley notes, Buchanan’s 
involvement in a forum in The National 
Interest magazine “was his first real brush 
with the neoconservatives”: 


The neocons were recent additions 
to the conservative family — many 
were Cold Warriors who defected 
from the McGovernite Democratic 
Party, and a significant number were 
Jewish. Neocons celebrated gender, 
racial, and social equality and be- 
lieved that the state could be used 
to strengthen families and guarantee 
certain inalienable rights. They also 
thought that American values were 
universal and that the U.S. had an al- 
most divine mission to spread them. 


For Buchanan, much of the neocon 
agenda was fundamentally misguided: 
“Pat rejected the idea that Americans 
should give their lives so that other na- 
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tions might experience democ- 
racy.” Thus, for Buchanan and 
other traditional conservatives, 
the parting of the ways from the 
neocons came in the context of 
George H.W. Bush’s Gulf War: 
“This was the event that the 
neocons were waiting for. After 
several months of post-Cold War 
indecision, they suddenly had a 
new cause around which to rally: 
America was to become the great 
white knight of democracy and national 
self-determination.” 

Somewhat ironically, The Crusader 
demonstrates that, in fact, Buchanan and 
other principled conservatives were far 
less inclined to military adventurism than 
were the neocons who wanted to convert 
the world to American-style democracy 
through the shedding of American blood 
and expending of American treasure. Op- 
posing the endless war for endless peace 
earned Buchanan — and other paleocon- 
servatives — endless wrath from chicken 
hawks who had never heard a shot fired 
in anger but who were prepared for end- 
less “collateral damage” inflicted on for- 
eign civilian populations if it served their 
ideological agenda. That Pat Buchanan’s 
populist message during his several presi- 
dential campaigns also favored the pro- 
tection of American industry instead of 
blind devotion to what Buchanan called 
“vulture capitalism” simply further en- 
raged the neocons and his Republican 
opponents. 

Given the author’s role of document- 
ing the life of one of the most signifi- 
cant figures in 20th-century American 
conservatism, it is worth pausing brief- 
ly to reflect on Stanley’s own political 
views. On his personal website, Stanley 
defines himself as “Anarcho-Catholic — 
an eclectic kind of pacifistic, red meat 
eating, gun loving, tax hating, Bud- 
dha hugging voodoo. I’m temperamen- 
tally conservative, but neither a Tory nor 
a Republican. I love America deeply and 
I suspect she is the last hope for man- 
kind (J really don’t want to have to learn 
Chinese).” In his acknowledgments, he 
admits that he and Buchanan engaged in 
“fiery debates,” and sometimes a mea- 
sure of that disagreement does show 
itself in the text. In fact, there are pas- 
sages in The Crusader that reveal Stan- 


ley’s own views in a rather grating fash- 
ion. For example, while discussing the 
search undertaken in 1992 by staffers for 
George H. W. Bush to find excerpts from 
Buchanan’s editorial columns that could 
be used against the conservative candi- 
date, Stanley declares, “The Bush admin- 
istration followed the paper trail and dug 
up several quotes by Pat that read like 
extracts from Mein Kampf.” What, pray 
tell, could strike Buchanan’s biographer 
as worthy of no less a villain than Adolf 
Hitler? 


Women were “simply not endowed 
by nature with the same measures 
of single-minded ambition and the 
will to succeed in the fiercely com- 
petitive world of Western Capital- 
ism.” Feminists were “harridans.” 
Homophobia was a “normal and 
natural bias in favor of sound mo- 
rality.” The voters were morally cor- 
rupt and “if the people are corrupt, 
the more democracy, the worse the 
government.” 


It is hard to believe that the author actu- 
ally considers such sentiments worthy of 
such denigration; perhaps it was simply 
a bit of humor gone sadly wrong. Still, 
The Crusader is marked by such breezy 
declarations, and they can be rather jar- 
ring for a reader who is sympathetic with 
the views of its subject. 

Much of The Crusader is dominated 
by a breezy style of writing; for example, 
Stanley consistently refers to his subject 
as “Pat,” and his writing occasionally 
has more of the feel of an informal chat. 
This somewhat forced informality lends 
itself to an appearance of a high degree 
of empathy with his subject, and gives 
the entire work a sense of a relaxed ac- 
cessibility. Stanley has certainly done his 
research, but his book eschews much of 
the stuffiness that occasionally attends 
biographical works. 

There is much in The Crusader to 
recommend it to a discerning reader in 
2012. A recollection of past battles can 
be quite informative when considering 
future courses of action, and the presen- 
tation of Buchanan as a principled “cru- 
sader” guided by principled action and 
loyalty to his friends has much to teach 
by example. 
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Victims Rescued 


From Vehicle Fires 


Early on the morning of April 5, Robert 
Thompson, Jr. was driving while intoxicat- 
ed on Interstate 95 in Richmond, Virginia. 
He was driving too fast, say witnesses, and 
his vehicle was swerving out of control, 
until Thompson’s car began bouncing off 
the guardrails and crashed. His vehicle im- 
mediately went ablaze. 

A passerby known only as “Anthony” 
came to Thompson’s rescue. Anthony said 
to TV8 News, “I told him, “You’ve really 
gotta get out of the car. He tried to assist 
me as much as he could, but his foot got 
caught on the steering wheel, so I had to 
try to get his foot free from the steering 
wheel. We managed to do that. After that, 
we had to get him out of the car and move 
over ... a safe distance.” 

Thompson was treated at the local 
hospital for minor injuries before being 
charged with driving under the influence. 

In a similar story that occurred early in 
the morning two days earlier in Daytona 
Beach, Florida, a pair of teenagers res- 
cued a couple after their car crashed and 
caught on fire. 

The teens — Luke Vaughn and Cody 
Decker — were vacationing in Florida on 
spring break with their families. As they 
were returning to their hotel, they noticed 
a Jaguar X-Type speeding past them. 

It “just flies by, I don’t know, 80 miles 
an hour, so we did a double take to each 
other — like, people racing in Florida? Is 
this a common deal? And we’re expecting 
more people, and they just flew by, then we 
heard a huge crash,” the Christian Science 
Monitor quotes Luke saying afterward. 

The teenagers immediately called 911 
and ran to the scene of the accident, dis- 
covering that the car crashed into two trees 
and was smoking. They broke the car’s 
windows and pulled the driver and pas- 
senger — Carlos Adams and Tracy Lopez, 
respectively — out of the vehicle. The 
couple were taken to the hospital, where 
they were treated for injuries. 

“[The teens] stayed calm, acted quickly 
and removed themselves and the victims 
from danger,’ Flagler County Sheriff 
Donald Fleming said in a statement. 
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Fleming said at a ceremony marking 
the boys’ heroism, “This is an outstanding 
example of our youth in America today. 
Seventeen years old, to have that kind of 
character, to have that kind of courage, to 
put their own life in jeopardy, I think they 
need to be commended here today,” 

Carlos Adams is still undergoing major 
medical treatment, but his mother, Emma, 
told FlaglerLive.com, “We keep calling 
these guys heroes, and they are heroes, but 
to us, they were angels and they are angels 
sent from God.” 


Charitable 
St. Louis Cardinals 


Matt Holliday and David Freese of the 
St. Louis Cardinals are working with the 
SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medi- 
cal Center in a new program this baseball 
season called “Homers for Health.” 

SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s 
Medical Center is a not-for-profit pediat- 
ric medical center that treats children from 
across the United States and from coun- 
tries around the world. 

Holliday and Freese are asking fans 
to pledge money for each home run the 
Cardinals hit in 2012. According to SSM 
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical 
Center website, all those who make dona- 
tions will receive a Rally Tally Scorecard 
and a “Homers for Health” window cling. 


St. Louis Cardinals 

Matt Holliday (left) 

and David Freese 

during spring training _ 


Generous donors who donate 50 cents 
or more per home run will also receive a 
photo from Holliday and Freese. 

“We know thousands of fans will step 
up to the plate with us and make a pledge. 
Together, we’re going to help a lot of kids 
get back in the game,” explained Freese 
on the website. 

“This is an opportunity to make every 
home run hit this year by the Cardinals 
matter in the lives of kids,” said Matt Hol- 
liday at a press conference at Roger Dean 
Stadium in Jupiter, Florida. “David and I 
know how amazing our fans are. This is a 
great way for all of us to celebrate home 
runs together and rally to help the kids at 
SSM Cardinal Glennon.” 

“We’d love to see a bunch of schools 
and local companies all doing something 
fun and meaningful on April 13, our home 
opener day, to support the Homers for 
Health program,” Holliday continued. 

To get the program started, Centene 
Charitable Foundation has announced that 
it will match up to $100,000 in donations, 
while Peabody Energy offered an initial 
pledge of $50,000, reports MLB.com. 

“Matt and David are incredible ambas- 
sadors for Cardinal Glennon and we’ve 
been amazed by all the wonderful corpo- 
rate and community support that has ral- 
lied behind them,” said executive director 
of the Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foun- 
dation Dan Buck. 

—RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Alfred the Great, 
King of Wessex 


’ Statue of King Alfred 
the Great, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire 


Much of classical Western thought, ideals, and traditions 
— which provided a guidepost for centuries — was initiated 
and propagated by one man, King Alfred the Great. 


by Fr. James Thornton 


ca’s greatness is rooted deeply in the 
history of England, most particularly 
with regard to such things as culture, lan- 
guage, law, the concepts of liberty and free 


I t is a fact beyond dispute that Ameri- 
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speech, and the rights, as well as duties, of 
individual men and women. Those things 
began their development in the Anglo- 
Saxon Christian kingdoms of old England 
and evolved slowly over the centuries 
until, in our own God-preserved land, they 
flowered. Let us travel back in time, to a 


period so remote from us that it is only 
seen dimly, a small light, as it were, on 
a far distant horizon. Here we discover a 
source for many of the good things that 
derive from our English ancestors: That 
source is King Alfred the Great. 

Alfred was King of the southernmost of 
the several kingdoms in ninth-century An- 
glo-Saxon England, Wessex. One of the 
true giants of English political history and 
also of the early English church, Alfred is 
the only English monarch upon whom his- 
tory has bestowed the title “Great.” John 
Henry Overton, author of a two-volume 
history of the English church, writes of 
Alfred that he “was the greatest and best 
King that ever reigned in England,” and 
this is so, in part, because “his unique 
character was formed on a distinctly 
Christian basis.” 


Young Alfred 

Alfred was born in 849 A.D., in the village 
of Wantage (now in the county of Oxford- 
shire), the fifth son of King Ethelwulf and 
his Queen, Osburga. Alfred’s love of God 
and his eagerness for the acquisition of 
knowledge and wisdom were noted early 
in his life. The story is told of a contest, 
arranged by Alfred’s mother, in which she 
promised a valuable book of Anglo-Saxon 
poetry to the first of her sons who could 
memorize and recite all of the poems in the 
book. Although he would only have been 
a small child at the time, the youngest of 
the sons, Alfred nevertheless succeeded in 
memorizing the book first, and was award- 
ed it by a doubtless proud mother. As fifth 
in line of succession, it seemed unlikely 
when he was young that he would ever 
become King, and for that reason he often 
spoke to his parents of taking monastic 
vows. That, however, was not to be. 

In the ninth century, Christian England 
was engaged in a protracted war for its 
very survival, fending off continual attacks 
by the pagan Danes, who, wherever they 
went, cut a swath of devastation across the 
land, leaving behind plundered and burnt 
farms, towns, villages, churches, monaster- 
ies, and libraries. Christianity, then as now, 
was concomitant with learning and culture, 
while paganism in its primitive Viking form 
despised such things and, consequently, 
sought their destruction. For examples we 
need only consider the monastery on the 
island of Lindisfarne and the twin mon- 
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asteries at Wearmouth and Jarrow. Those 
monasteries were beacons of learning in 
Anglo-Saxon England, and sadly, all were 
destroyed in Viking raids, the sacred ves- 
sels and other valuables seized, the libraries 
filled with priceless manuscripts set ablaze, 
and the monks murdered. 

Moreover, while the earlier raids were 
bent on plunder and savagery, in 865 A.D. 
the Danes embarked on a full-scale inva- 
sion, seeking to supplant Anglo-Saxon- 
Christian civilization and its kingdoms 
with pagan rule. In succession, each of the 
northern kingdoms fell to the Danes: First 
Northumbria succumbed; next East Anglia 
was overrun; and, shortly thereafter, Mer- 
cia fell. The Great Heathen Army, as it was 
called, appeared unstoppable, like a plague 
of locusts, leaving utter ruin in its wake. 

Three of Alfred’s brothers, Ethelstan, 
Ethelbald, and Ethelbert, had died by 865, 
the last two of the three reigning succes- 
sively as Kings. Ethelbert was succeeded 
by Ethelred, who, with the young Prince 
Alfred at his side, fought several battles 
with the Danes as they moved 
relentlessly southward. The 
first such battle, at Reading, 
was a defeat, but the second, 
at Ashdown, a victory. King 
Ethelred was again defeated at 
Basing, and at his final battle, 
in April 871 at Merton, was 
killed. Upon his death, Alfred, 
at age 22, succeeded his broth- 
er as King. 


Strife and Struggle 

It happens that about the time 
of Alfred’s accession to the 
throne, the Danes ceased their 
attacks, perhaps to consolidate 
their conquests and gather 
strength for the final assault 
on Wessex. In 875, however, 
the attack was renewed, the 
King successfully holding the 
enemy at bay. Similar attacks 
were launched in 876 and 877, 
each one beaten back. In 878, 
however, the Danish chieftain 
Gunthrum organized a much 
larger invasion, this time 
nearly overthrowing Wessex 
and its King. This was the 
dark time for Alfred, when he 
was forced to withdraw to the 


island fortress of Athelney 
and when a pagan triumph 
seemed inevitable. Yet, his 
faith was undiminished. 

It is often the case that 
bodies of legend grow up 
around famed historical fig- 
ures. One can find examples 
of that throughout history, 
from stories about Alexan- 
der the Great to those about 
our own George Washington. 
Legends are stories passed 
down by tradition and, although they may 
be historically true, their historicity is no 
longer verifiable. The purpose of legends, 
most frequently, is to inspire the reader by 
emphasizing some aspect of a particular 
historical figure’s character, such things as 
piety, honesty, courage, brilliance, prow- 
ess in battle, and so forth, or to show that 
the subject of the legend was in some way 
favored by God. One such legend about Al- 
fred is retold by historian Paul Hill in his 
book The Viking Wars of Alfred the Great. 


Each of the northern kingdoms fell 
Danes: First Northumbria succumbe 
next East Anglia was overrun; and, 


shortly thereafter, Mercia fell. The 
Heathen Army, as it was called, appeat 
unstoppable, like a plague of locusts, 


leaving utter ruin in its wake. 


Hill writes that at the time the King had 
retreated to Athelney, and when the future 
looked so bleak, “a mysterious pilgrim 
somehow entered the fortification while 
most of its defenders were on a hunting 
trip and approached the king, begging for 
alms. Alfred broke into his supplies of 
wine and bread and shared them with the 
strange traveller.... The pilgrim took his 
leave and, strange to say, left behind no 
hint of a footprint. Alfred returned to his 
stores, having shared the most precious of 
supplies in a difficult time, to 
find the stocks mysteriously 
replenished. The hunters soon 
returned with a colossal catch 
of fish and later that night, 
as he slept, a vision of a man 
dressed in bishop’s robes ap- 
peared before the king and 
told him that the next day 
helpers would arrive to aid 
him in his struggle with his 
enemies. When questioned by 
Alfred, the apparition identi- 
fied himself as none other 
than St. Cuthbert,” the re- 
nowned sixth-century Bishop 
of Lindisfarne and Patron of 
Northumbria. 

As foretold by his vi- 
sion, or dream, King Alfred 
regained the initiative at the 
Battle of Ethandun (mod- 
ern Edington, in Wiltshire) 
in May 878, where he de- 


King Alfred greatly expanded 
his navy since the threat from 
the sea-faring Vikings was so 
serious. He is thus acclaimed 
as the founder of the British 
Navy and of the traditions of the 
United States Navy. 


ong the Danes who accepted 
i were allowed to settle in England; 
o refused were required to leave. 


flagship in the Continental 
Navy during the American 
War for Independence, com- 
manded by John Paul Jones, 
was named the Alfred, in 
honor of the great King. 


established peace between the 
les for 15 years, after which time 

S again attempted to overwhelm 
lo-Saxons. 


feated Gunthrum decisively and forced 
the Danes to the peace table. As part of 
their treaty, Gunthrum agreed to accept 
Christian baptism, with Alfred as his god- 
father, and further agreed to recognize a 
boundary between the Anglo-Saxons and 
the Danes. Those among the Danes who 
accepted baptism were allowed to settle 
in England; those who refused were re- 
quired to leave. The treaty established 
peace between the two peoples for 15 
years, after which time the Danes again 
attempted to overwhelm the Anglo- 
Saxons. This time, thanks to Alfred’s 
unremitting efforts at building powerful 
defenses, Danish military strength was 
finally broken, the Christian Anglo-Sax- 
ons achieving supremacy in 
England. 

During the war, and even 
after the defeat of the Danes, 
Alfred, recognizing that 
seaborne attacks posed an 
especially serious threat to 
his realm, greatly expanded 
his navy, introducing swift- 
moving long ships that could 
outdistance enemy craft and 
thus protect the coast. He is 
therefore traditionally ac- 
claimed as the founder of the 
Royal Navy. He is considered 
as well the founder of the 
traditions of the U.S. Navy, 
since those traditions are de- 
rived from England. The first 


By his unswerving tenacity, 
Alfred fought the Viking 
juggernaut to a standstill after 
years of struggle, ultimately 
winning victory over the pagan 
invader and thus preserving 
England’s Christian heritage. 
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War Against Ignorance 
The 19th-century histo- 
rian Johann Heinrich Kurtz 
writes of Alfred that he, 
“equally great in peace and 
war, distinguished as a gen- 
eral, a statesman, and a legislator, and re- 
nowned as a poet and prose writer, raised 
the literature of his country to a height 
never before attained.” A modern histo- 
rian, Jeffrey Burton Russell, writes simi- 
larly when he states, “Alfred the Great 
developed his own intellectual court; one 
of the few early medieval monarchs who 
could read, he himself translated from 
Latin into English the Dialogues of Greg- 
ory the Great, the Consolation of Philos- 
ophy by Boethius, and other works.” 
Wishing to elevate his people morally 
and culturally, and realizing that to ac- 
complish that goal books must be pro- 
duced in a language his people could 
understand, Alfred himself translated a 


number of works from Latin into the An- 
glo-Saxon tongue (also called “Old Eng- 
lish,” the foundation of modern English). 
Among these works, in addition to those 
mentioned by Professor Russell, are St. 
Gregory the Great’s Book of Pastoral 
Care, which was translated, with copies 
made for distribution to every bishop in 
the realm, and a portion of the Psalms. 
The King also translated, or commis- 
sioned translations of, the Universal His- 
tory of Orosius, Aesop’s Fables, and the 
Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical History 
of the English People. An anthology 
from St. Augustine’s Soliloquies com- 
bined with excerpts from other religious 
and classical works, compiled and trans- 
lated by the King and known as Blooms, 
or Blossoms, ends with a characteristic 
passage written by him: “Therefore he 
seems to me a very foolish man, and very 
wretched, who will not increase his un- 
derstanding while he is in the world, and 
ever wish and long to reach that endless 
life, where all shall be made clear.” 

Finally, the great man is credited with 
having commissioned the writing of 
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, a primary 
source for our knowledge of Anglo-Sax- 
on England, and an Anglo-Saxon Mar- 
tyrology. Without question, 
Alfred’s efforts at elevating 
his people and, at the same 
time, in fashioning English 
into a language worthy of 
great literature, both sacred 
and secular, were crowned 
with success. 


Master of Morals 

Along with all of the forego- 
ing, Alfred enhanced these 
moral and educational ef- 
forts by encouraging scholars 
from abroad to immigrate to 
his kingdom. Among these 
were a Welshman, Asser, 
who became Bishop of Sher- 
borne and who wrote Life of 
King Alfred; Grimbald from 
France, a man of vast learn- 
ing who became Abbot of 
Winchester; and John the 
Old Saxon, a German, who 
became Abbot of Athelney. 
Another scholar, Plegmund, 
a Mercian, became Arch- 
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bishop of Canterbury, while the brilliant 
Waerferth, also a Mercian, was appointed 
Bishop of Worchester. Paul Hill writes, 
“Alfred bemoaned the fact that there was 
such widespread illiteracy in his kingdom. 
He had complained that it had not always 
been the case and like any good Anglo- 
Saxon, spoke of a previous Golden Age, 
when things had been so much better.” 
Understanding that literacy was essential 
to good government, the King established 
a school at his court for the sons of his 
nobles. Because of his intense interest in 
advancing education in his kingdom, Al- 
fred is often credited with the founding of 
Oxford University. While that distinction 
is disputed by modern scholars, what is 
certain is that, even if he was not directly 
responsible for the university’s founding, 
his efforts in creating institutions of learn- 
ing in England led to the founding of Ox- 
ford University. 

Throughout Alfred’s life, especially 
during the years that he gained some res- 
pite from warfare, he devoted much of his 
time to religious affairs, giving generous 
donations to rebuilding monasteries rav- 
aged by the Danes and to founding new 
monasteries and churches. Alfred showed 
ongoing favor to religion. The royal in- 
come was split into two parts, the first 
half of which was spent on secular af- 
fairs. I quote once again from Paul Hill’s 
book: “The second half of the treasury’s 
income was earmarked for God. The 
king’s thegns were told to divide this half 
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Some credit Alfred with the 
founding of Oxford University, 
while others dispute that opinion. 
Indisputable is the fact, however, 
that Alfred’s dedication to education 
led directly to the founding of great 
institutions of learning. 


into four parts, the first of which would 
support the poor and needy of any race 
who came to him. The second portion 
would go to support the [religious] com- 
munities at Shaftesbury and Athelney, 
which had been set up by the king, while 
the third part would support the school, 
which had begun to bring so much learn- 
ing to those who would surely need it. 
The fourth portion was divided among 
the religious houses across the new king- 
dom. The funds must have been more 
than adequate since ... Alfred was able 
to provide financial support for houses in 
Wales, Gaul, Brittany, Northumbria and 
even in Ireland.” 

Insofar as personal piety is concerned, 
author Frederic Harrison writes that Al- 
fred “attended ... daily religious services: 
he was frequent in singing psalms and 
in prayer, at the day hours and the night 
hours; he went to the churches at night to 
pray secretly, unknown to his courtiers. 
He was in the habit of hearing the Divine 
Scriptures read by his own countrymen, 
or, if it so happened, in the company of 
foreigners. His bishops, too, and all eccle- 
siastics, his earls and nobles, his officers 
and friends, were loved by him with won- 
derful affection.” 

King Alfred was a great lawgiver, re- 
casting and codifying the laws of his king- 
dom, much in the manner of Justinian the 
Great who revised and codified Roman 
Law. Alfred blended elements from exist- 
ing Anglo-Saxon law with portions from 


The statue of Alfred at Winchester was 
unveiled in 1899, during the commemoration 
of the thousandth anniversary of the great 
King’s death. His sword is held up like a cross, 
to symbolize his fight for Christianity. 


Old Testament law (the Decalogue, most 
particularly) and the best of the laws of 
neighboring kingdoms. He regarded him- 
self as the father of his people and insisted 
on justice for all of his subjects, rich and 
poor. Hence, he was known quite right- 
fully as the “Protector of the Poor.” In 
this regard, Bishop Asser of Sherborne, 
the King’s biographer, writes: “He was a 
careful searcher out of truth in judgments, 
and the more so owing to his care for the 
poor. On their behalf, amid all the other 
duties of this present life, he was wonder- 
fully solicitous day and night.” 

Alfred was an absolute monarch only 
in theory. In practice, major changes in 
administrative, judicial, or legal mat- 
ters were submitted to the Witenagemot, 
or, in today’s English, the “Assembly of 
the Wise,” sitting from time to time and 
made up of the nobility, certain govern- 
ment officials, and higher clergy, to whom 
the King submitted his proposals and to 
whom he listened for counsel. While this 
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Alfred blended elements from existing 
Anglo-Saxon law with portions from 
Old Testament law (the Decalogue, most 
particularly) and the best of the laws of 


neighboring kingdoms. 


was not a legislative body in the modern 
sense, nonetheless a prudent ruler made no 
final decisions without paying heed to the 
verdicts of the Assembly. Furthermore, the 
monarch in Anglo-Saxon times was not 
considered above the law, but was subject 
to it, as were all men and women. 

Alfred, though a King, was nevertheless 
a humble man. He was highly intelligent 
and well read, yet he often disparaged 
his knowledge and his scholarly abilities. 
Harrison says of him that “he complained 
to God, and to all who were admitted to 
intimacy with him, that the Almighty had 
made him ignorant of divine wisdom and 
of the liberal arts.” 

There is another famous legend that 
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illustrates his unpresuming 
character, from the period 
when the fortunes of war 
had momentarily turned 
against him. For several 
days, he took shelter in the 
cottage of a swineherd, 
where he was treated hos- 
pitably. Writer Dr. Vladimir 
Moss tells the story: “Now 
one day the swineherd had gone to look 
after his flock, and Alfred remained in 
the hut with the swineherd’s wife. She 
put some kneaded flour in the oven, and 
then occupied herself with other domes- 
tic chores. Suddenly, she noticed from the 
other side of the room that the bread was 
burning, and angrily said to the king (un- 
known to her as such): ‘You hesitate to 
turn the loaves which you see to be burn- 
ing, yet you’re quite happy to eat them 
when they come warm from the oven!’ 
The king humbly submitted to the wom- 
an’s reproaches, and set about turning the 
bread.” 

Historian of early Christian England 
D.J.V. Fisher writes: “What distinguishes 


King Alfred from any other Anglo-Saxon 
king was the combination in him of out- 
standing military ability with an original- 
ity of mind and breadth of outlook which 
gave a new dimension to English kingship. 
His conception of royal authority, adopted 
and developed by his successors in easier 
political circumstances, made acceptable 
to all their subjects the expansion of the 
‘tribal’ kingdom of Wessex into the ter- 
ritorial kingdom of England. In this lies 
Alfred’s title to greatness.” 

At Wantage, the birthplace of Alfred, a 
statue of the great Anglo-Saxon King was 
erected and unveiled in 1877. The inscrip- 
tion at the base of the statue beautifully 
summarizes his reign: 


Alfred found learning dead and he 
restored it, education neglected and 
he revived it, the laws powerless and 
he gave them force, the church de- 
based and he raised it, the land rav- 
aged by a fearful enemy from which 
he delivered it. Alfred’s name shall 
live as long as mankind shall respect 
the past. 
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A Nice Quiet Night at Home 


David Swan of Waynesville in Central II- 
linois thought he would have a calm relax- 
ing night at home alone — a nice bow] of 
chips, a television remote in hand, and the 
family dog resting on the carpet near his 
feet. All was right with the world until his 
dog raised its head and seemed startled by 
something outside. 

“At that time, I grabbed my phone and 
went into the kitchen to see what was out 
there,’ Swan told WMBD 31 news as he 
recounted the details of that fateful night 
on March 8. Swan peered through his 
kitchen window and saw two men with a 
crowbar coming toward his house. Swan 
immediately knew something was up be- 
cause his house is located in a rural area, 
and he doesn’t have any neighbors. “I was 
afraid for my safety, plain and simple,” he 
said to explain why he then rushed upstairs 
to retrieve his pistol. As he was verifying 
that his weapon was loaded and ready, he 
could hear the intruders entering through 
the kitchen door. Swan yelled to the men 
downstairs that he was armed. The bold 
criminals were not deterred, and one of 
them actually looked around the corner 
to spy on Swan. Swan fired four shots 
at the intruder and came down the stairs 
with his pistol at the ready to fire more. 
He saw one of the men fleeing the scene, 
but the other man was coming back at 
him with his crowbar. Swan fired another 
shot in the burglar’s direction. Convinced 
of the futility of bringing a crowbar to a 
gunfight, the second burglar ran off. As 
far as Swan could tell, none of the shots 
hit either of the two men. The police are 
still investigating and have not yet made 
any arrests. Reflecting back on the event, 
Swan breathed a sigh of relief and said it 
“could’ve been much worse.” 


“They’re Trying 
to Get in My House!” 


Almost like a chilling scene from a horror 
movie, poor Lisa Goude was barricaded 
in her own bedroom terrified at the inten- 
tions of the man outside her room, claw- 
ing to get in. The Gaston Gazette of North 
Carolina reported on March 5 that Goude 
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was home alone when she heard someone 
trying to break into her house. She quick- 
ly dialed 911, and the terrifying events of 
that night were caught on tape. “They’re 
trying to get in my house, but I’ve got a 
gun. I’m in fear of my life,’ Goude told the 
911 operator. Two minutes into the call, 
Goude frantically cried out to the police 
that someone had broken a glass window 
and gained entry into her house. The situ- 
ation escalated as the man broke into her 
bedroom. She fired a shot at the man when 
he did not stop advancing. Goude warned 
him to stop, but he continued to move to- 
ward her, and she fired a series of shots, 
fatally injuring the man. Goude was so 
distraught from what happened that she 
fled her own house, leaving the mortally 
wounded assailant lying on the floor. The 
deceased intruder was later identified as 
a 28-year-old man who suffered from 
schizophrenia and had recently stopped 
taking his medication. No one will ever 
quite know why he chose Goude’s house 
that night, but Goude was well within her 
legal right in defending herself. 


Panic Alarm 


The Courier out of Conroe, Texas, re- 
ported on March 17 that a young Mont- 
gomery County man was home alone and 
fast asleep in his parents’ house when he 
was awakened by the sounds of someone 
trying to force his way into the house. 
He quickly hopped out of bed, grabbed 
a handgun, and activated the panic alarm 
in the house, which alerted authorities. 
The young man then went downstairs 
into his living room and encountered an 
armed assailant. Reacting quickly, the 
young man fired his pistol three times 
at the burglar, who turned and ran from 
the house. Police deputies arrived on the 
scene and found the intruder lying in the 
driveway. The criminal was unrespon- 
sive, bleeding, and not breathing. After 
attempts at CPR, paramedics pronounced 
the man dead. 

Law enforcement and crime-scene in- 
vestigators did find evidence of forced 
entry into the home and the dead burglar 
had two knives on him and a BB gun pis- 
tol. He also had a criminal record. 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Targeting the Elderly 
According to the Detroit Free Press, 
75-year-old Willie White has no illusions 
about who he and his wife are or what 
their plans are for the future: 


We’re old people that’s (sic) lived a 
long time, and we’re just trying to 
finish out our lives. 


Unfortunately for Willie and other senior 
citizens, they are increasingly finding 
themselves the targets of criminals look- 
ing to prey on easy victims. One criminal 
found out Willie White was not the easy 
prey he was hoping for. On March 27, an 
18-year-old armed intruder broke through 
a back fence and shattered a window to 
gain entrance to White’s home. Willie, 
who has lived in his Detroit home for 
more than 30 years, put one bullet in an 
old gun of his and fired one shot at the 
young man, killing him on the spot. Af- 
terward, Willie explained that he wanted 
to protect himself and his wife from the 
armed burglar: 


That’s why I responded the way I did 
— I feared for my life. I don’t feel 
good at all. I wish there was some 
other way it could have been handled. 


Willie’s 46-year-old son, Noel White, told 
the Detroit Free Press that he thinks his fa- 
ther’s actions will put criminals on notice. 
“T think this is going to resonate through 
the neighborhood and farther.... I think it 
will protect a lot of people. I think people 
will think twice before they start kicking 
in doors, breaking into houses, stealing 
cars, preying on old people. It doesn’t 
guarantee you’re going to make it out of 
the situation.” 

Willie expressed outrage at criminals 
targeting the elderly. “The older people are 
being attacked.... It just seems as though 
we're easy prey for the younger people, 
you know. We just have to be careful, 
and sometimes it’s not good enough. I’ve 
known other people that it’s happened to. 
But I never expected it to happen to me. I 
don’t know if you ever expect it to happen 
to you, you know?” 

—PATRICK KREY 
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Iran: Iraq All Over Again? 
ITEM: The Canadian Globe and Mail for 
April 9, 2012 reported: 


Last week, U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said it was 
up to Iran to show that its claim of 
rejecting nuclear weapons is “not an 
abstract belief but it is a government 
policy.” 

“And that government policy can 
be demonstrated in a number of 
ways, by ending the enrichment of 
highly enriched uranium to 20 per 
cent, by shipping out such highly 
enriched uranium out of the country, 
by opening up to constant inspec- 
tions and verifications,” she said at 
a conference in Istanbul to seek ways 
to aid opposition forces in Syria — 
Tran’s main Arab ally. 


ITEM: Reuters news service for April 9, 
2012 reported: “The United States and its 
allies suspect Iran’s nuclear programme 
is hiding attempts to develop an atomic 
weapons capability and Washington has 
not ruled out military action against Teh- 
ran if diplomacy fails.” 

CORRECTION: Reports such as these impel 
us to quote two of Spanish-American phi- 
losopher and essayist George Santayana’s 
most illuminating sayings: “Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned 
to repeat it”; and “Only the dead have seen 
the end of war.” 

Have Americans succumbed to some 
sort of mass amnesia? 

What else could explain the failure of a 
significant portion of the American public 
instantly to recognize the current beating 
of war drums directed at Iran’s Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad by the Obama administra- 
tion as the same rhythm pounded out by 
the Bush administration toward Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraq only nine years ago? 

Let us consider a few parallel similarities. 

As the quote from Secretary Clinton 
indicates, U.S. foreign policy places the 
burden of proof on Iran to prove that it 
is not developing nuclear weapons, not a 
simple matter considering the difficulty of 
proving a negative. 
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Nuclear Iran? The Uranium Conversion Facility just outside the city of Isfahan produces uranium 
hexaflouride gas, used in the uranium enrichment process. But the 20-percent enrichment Iran says 
it needs for medical research is far below the 90-percent enrichment needed for nuclear weapons. 


And the Reuters quote indicates pos- 
sible ominous consequences for Iran 
should it fail to prove its innocence satis- 
factorily: “Washington has not ruled out 
military action against Tehran if diplo- 
macy fails.” 

Clinton’s predecessor, Bush adminis- 
tration Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
delivered a now-historic speech to the UN 
Security Council on February 5, 2003, in 
which he urged the council to take action 
to enforce Iraq’s compliance with UN Se- 
curity Council Resolution 1441, which 
had been adopted unanimously by the 
Security Council on November 8, 2002 to 
warn Saddam Hussein that he had “a final 
opportunity to comply with its disarma- 
ment obligations” as detailed in several 
previous resolutions. Powell noted that the 
purpose of 1441 was “to disarm Iraq of its 
weapons of mass destruction.” 

Powell stated that one of his purposes in 
addressing the council was “to share with 
you what the United States knows about 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction as well 
as Iraq’s involvement in terrorism.” 

While much has been made of Saddam- 
era Iraq’s alleged stockpile of “weapons 
of mass destruction,” usually identified 
as being chemical or biological in nature, 
the Powell speech prefigured the West’s 
current charges against Iran by focusing 


on Saddam’s supposed nuclear weapons 
building program, as well. To cite one 
such assertion: 


In 1995, as a result of another defec- 
tor, we find out that, after his invasion 
of Kuwait, Saddam Hussein had initi- 
ated a crash program to build a crude 
nuclear weapon in violation of Iraq’s 
U.N. obligations. 

Saddam Hussein already pos- 
sesses two out of the three key com- 
ponents needed to build a nuclear 
bomb. He has a cadre of nuclear sci- 
entists with the expertise, and he has 
a bomb design. 

Since 1998, his efforts to reconsti- 
tute his nuclear program have been fo- 
cused on acquiring the third and last 
component, sufficient fissile material 
to produce a nuclear explosion. To 
make the fissile material, he needs to 
develop an ability to enrich uranium. 


Uranium enrichment has been a key hag- 
gling point between the present Iranian 
government and Westerners who view 
Iran’s plans to enrich uranium to 20 per- 
cent fissible uranium (U-235) with alarm. 
However, what this level of enrichment 
actually means in terms of Iran’s ability 
or intent to build nuclear weaponry is lost 
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Case closed? In his historic February 2003 speech to the UN Security Council, Secretary of State 
Colin Powell presented evidence showing that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction. 
Claims used to justify invading Iraq turned out to be bogus. 


on a public that has little understanding 
of what enrichment levels are needed for 
various purposes. 

In general, uranium used as fuel for 
plants generating electricity is enriched 
to a level of three to five percent fissible 
uranium (U-235), but anything up to 20 
percent is still described as low-enriched 
uranium (LEU). Uranium used in research 
reactors (such as for medical research) is 
commonly enriched to levels of 12-19.75 
percent. Iran has reportedly begun the 
process of enriching uranium fuel to a 
20-percent level of U-235 required for a 
reactor in Tehran that is used to make med- 
ical isotopes. Any level of enrichment of 
20 percent or greater is considered “high- 
ly enriched uranium” (HEU). However, 
about 90-percent enrichment is needed for 
producing nuclear weapons. 

By ignoring or glossing over the high 
level of enrichment needed for nuclear 
weaponry, and by portraying 20-percent en- 
richment as worrisome, Western officials, 
with the help of a complicit media, have 
undoubtedly planted a false impression in 
the minds of many that Iran is pursuing 
a nuclear-weapons program by pursuing 
20-percent enrichment. After all, if this 
were not the case, then why would Hillary 
Clinton claim that Iran could demonstrate 
its rejection of nuclear weapons “by ending 
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the enrichment of highly enriched uranium 
to 20 per cent, by shipping out such highly 
enriched uranium out of the country’’? 
Without a basic understanding of the en- 
richment levels needed for particular appli- 
cations, this report from the Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor for April 9 could leave readers 
with the impression that Iran does not need 
to enrich uranium beyond 3.5 percent — un- 
less the intent is to build nuclear weapons: 


Feyredoon Abbasi, who heads Iran’s 
atomic energy agency, said Iran’s en- 
richment to 20 percent purity was only 
necessary to fuel the Tehran research 
reactor and that once that need was 
met it was “even possible to reverse to 
only 3.5 percent,” he told the Associ- 
ated Press. The lower level of enrich- 
ment is all that is required for civilian 
power generation, which Iran insists is 
the goal of its nuclear program. 


And if it is assumed that a program to 
enrich uranium to 20 percent only makes 
sense in the context of a nuclear-weapons 
program, then the assessment in this April 
10 CNN report sounds obvious: 


In early March, the head of the 
IAEA [International Atomic Energy 
Agency, which reports to the UN] 


said there were indications that Iran 
was engaged in the development of 
nuclear weapons. 

“Tran is not telling us everything. 
That is my impression. We are asking 
Iran to engage with us proactively, 
and Iran has a case to answer,” said 
Yukiya Amano, the director general 
of the IAEA. 


A common thread found in statements 
made by Western and UN-based spokes- 
persons is near-certainty that Iran is com- 
mitted to producing nuclear weapons. 
Recalling that Colin Powell’s 2003 UN 
speech exhibited an even greater degree 
of certainty that Saddam Hussein was har- 
boring weapons of mass destruction, it is 
interesting to consider how Powell later 
regarded that speech, once all the facts had 
become clear to him and he had time to 
reflect on them. 

“Colin Powell Regrets Iraq War Intelli- 
gence,” al Jazeera headlined a story based 
on an interview Powell granted to the 
Middle Eastern-based website on the 10th 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. “It turned 
out, as we discovered later, that a lot of 
sources that had been attested to by the in- 
telligence community were wrong,” Pow- 
ell added. “I understood the consequences 
of that failure and, as I said, I deeply regret 
that the information — some of the infor- 
mation, not all of it— was wrong,” he told 
the news agency. “It has blotted my record, 
but — you know — there’s nothing I can 
do to change that blot. All I can say is that 
I gave it the best analysis that I could.” 

“T gave that speech on four days’ notice 
based on an intelligence estimate that had 
been done months before and provided to 
Congress, and every word in that speech 
was gone over by the director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and his deputy 
director and all experts,” Powell said. 

With U.S. troops still not removed from 
Iraq, and still under fire in Afghanistan, it 
would be well for Americans to heed San- 
tayana’s warning and remember the not- 
so-distant past when false information and 
a political agenda took the United States 
into combat for no legitimate purpose. 

— WARREN Mass 
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THE !,\5 WORD 


BY JACK KENNY 


seen Any “Slippery Slopes” Lately? 


ome of us who don’t ski 
nevertheless spend a good 


deal of time on slippery 


slopes. You know the kind I’m é 
\s 


talking about — those exag- 
gerated arguments from known 
cause to speculative effect, fre- 
quently employed by alarmists 
and other fanatics. It was, for 
example, but a few decades ago 
that some alarmists were warning 
that if our government banned 
the importation of salacious nov- 
els like Ulysses or Lady Chatter- 
ley’s Lover, it would not be long WAS 
before Huckleberry Finn would ‘ 
be driven from the schoolhouse. 
Silly, right? Who would want to 
ban Huckleberry Finn? 

Well, some school boards, it 
turned out, have banned ol’ Huck and his pals from classrooms 
and school curricula in recent years because the story deals with 
the sensitive subject of race (never mind that the book’s most 
noble character is Jim, who is black), and there are even char- 
acters in that 19th-century novel using racial epithets (or racial 
“epitaphs,” as Archie Bunker would say) that are, regrettably, 
still familiar today. So why would we want to expose school- 
children to that sort of reality? Indeed, Huck’s author might have 
anticipated such a ban. “First God made idiots,’ Mark Twain 
explained. “That was for practice. Then he made school boards.” 

Fifty years ago, political leaders and esteemed economists 
calmly assured us that planned deficits of a mere $10 or $12 bil- 
lion a year would do us no harm. Did anyone at that time predict 
that our deficits would one day balloon into the hundreds of bil- 
lions and even to today’s level of more than $1 trillion a year? 
If so, that prophet was no doubt laughed to scorn for such an il- 
logical extension of the slippery-slope argument. And remember 
when Congress passed Medicare? Some alarmists argued it was 
the beginning of “socialized medicine.” Well, the smart people in 
Washington assured us, that was absurd. Why would the federal 
government want to nationalize healthcare and take over what is 
now one-seventh of the nation’s economy? Men would be orbiting 
the moon before that ever happened. And they were. And it did. 

Perhaps the latest examples of highly publicized slippery- 
slope arguments came during the Supreme Court arguments on 
the constitutionality of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. The conservatives on the court appeared somewhat 
doubtful of the claim that Congress has, under its power to 
regulate interstate commerce, the authority to require persons 
not otherwise covered to purchase health insurance or pay a 
penalty. Those judges, though schooled in the intricacies and 
nuances of the law, appeared to have a hard time understand- 
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ing how a person, merely by not 
buying something, is engaged in 
commerce and therefore subject 
to that regulation and penalty. 

If Congress can mandate the 
purchase of health insurance be- 
cause we are all in the “health 
market,” they asked, what can 
Congress not do? Could Con- 
gress, Justice Samuel Alito 
asked, require us to purchase 
burial insurance, since we are all 
in the death market? What about 
cellphones, asked Chief Justice 
John Roberts. After all, we never 
know when we’re going to need 
emergency assistance. And Jus- 
tice Antonin Scalia weighed in 
with the observation that we are 
all in the food market, so perhaps 
Congress might enact a law with a mandate to “buy broccoli.” 

Well, there are significant differences between the food mar- 
ket and the health market, Solicitor General Donald Verrilli 
pointed out. But the question to which he gave no clear answer, 
though it was put to him several times, is, what is the “limiting 
principle” to the regulatory power of Congress? 

The question is key to any understanding of what might seri- 
ously be called constitutional law. The entire Constitution makes 
no sense without a limiting principle. Yet much of our political 
debate appears premised on an imagined Constitution of but a 
single sentence the Founders never wrote: “Congress hath power 
to do whatever seemeth good to the Congress to do.” The limit- 
ing principle in the real Constitution is in the doctrine of del- 
egated and enumerated powers, most clearly and emphatically 
spelled out in the 10th Amendment: “The powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the peo- 
ple.” James Madison wrote in No. 45 of The Federalist Papers: 
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The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the 
federal government are few and defined. Those which are to 
remain in the State governments are numerous and indefinite. 


Chances are when Madison wrote “few and defined,” he did 
not mean “amorphous and many.” The odds are equally good 
that no dictionary from the 18th century until now has defined 
“defined” to mean “implied.” 

Perhaps the debate over “ObamaCare” will, if nothing else, 
prevent the Congress from getting any bright ideas about requir- 
ing Americans to buy broccoli. We may, for a time at least, avoid 
that bump on the slippery slope. 

But don’t bet the farm on it. 
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Is It Nuts to Let Iran Go Nuclear? 
Conventional political wisdom 
screams warnings against letting 
Iran develop nuclear weapons, even 
if stopping Iran means attacking it 
militarily. But the rhetoric overlooks the 
most relevant points. (February 20, 2012, 
A8pp) TNA120220 
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Before It’s Too Late 
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